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The Velveteen Rabbit is a children's book. Written by Margery Williams, in 1922, it 

is the story of a toy rabbit, who is loved so much, that he becomes Real. It is a story 

of wonder, heartbreak, and love - between a child and a toy. 

 

On Christmas morning, a little Boy wakes to find a velveteen toy rabbit stuffed in his 

stocking, among fruits, nuts, and other small items. The Boy plays with the Velveteen 

Rabbit for a couple of hours and then moves on to more exciting gifts. 

 

The Rabbit is kept in the toy box, where he is snubbed, or looked down on, by the 

other, more fancy toys in the nursery. The wind-up toys are especially snobbish, and 

even the wooden lion looks down on him. Only the Skin Horse, who has been in the 

nursery longest, is kind to him. 

 

The Skin Horse tells the Velveteen Rabbit that toys can become Real. If a child loves 

the toy well enough - typically to the point that it becomes quite worn out - the toy 

becomes Real. It is a long process, he says, and it can hurt. But it's worth it. For 

nursery magic is strange and wonderful. 

 

"What is REAL?" asked the Rabbit one day. "Does it mean having things that buzz 

inside you and a stick-out handle?" 

 

"Real isn't how you are made," said the Skin Horse. "It's a thing that 

happens to you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just 

to play with, but REALLY LOVES you, then you become Real." 

 

"Does it hurt?". 

 

"Sometimes," for he was always truthful. "When you are Real you don't mind being 

hurt." 
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"Does it happen all at once, like being wound up, or bit by bit?" 

 

"It doesn't happen all at once.’ "You become. It takes a long time. That's why it 

doesn't happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to 

be carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been 

loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But 

these things don't matter at all, because once you are 

Real you can't be ugly, except to people who don't understand." 

 

"I suppose you are real?" 

 

‘The boy’s uncle made me real. That was a great many years ago; but once you are 

Real you can’t become unreal again. It lasts for always.’ 

 

‘Aaaah…’ the rabbit sighed. He thought it would be a long time before this magic 

called Real happened to him. He longed to become Real, to know what it felt like; 

and yet the idea of growing shabby and losing his eyes and whiskers was rather sad. 

He wished that he could become it without these uncomfortable things happening to 

him.’ 

 

 

Then one night, the Boy's caretaker, Nana, can't find the toy the Boy normally sleeps 

with. Instead, she gives him the Velveteen Rabbit, and they are inseparable from then 

on. 

 

The Boy takes the Velveteen Rabbit on wheelbarrow rides and picnics. He even has 

Nana go find the Rabbit in the dark one evening when the Boy realizes he has left 

him outside. It is on that evening the Boy first insists that the Rabbit is Real. 



	 4	

 

Then in the summer, the Rabbit encounters something odd - two rabbits playing in 

the wood behind the Boy's house. They can stretch and jump in ways the Velveteen 

Rabbit has never seen. They encourage him to play, but he's embarrassed because he 

can't. 

 

Everyone becomes anxious, or worried, when the Boy becomes sick. He has scarlet 

fever, and for days on end he lays in bed. The Rabbit stays with him and dreams of 

the things they will do together when the Boy is well again. 

 

The Boy recovers, but the doctor orders that everything in the Boy's bed be burned so 

as not to spread the illness to others. The Velveteen Rabbit is taken with the 

bedclothes and other items and left in a sack in the yard to be burned. 

 

That night, the Velveteen Rabbit manages to wriggle out of the sack, and he begins to 

cry. Then something very strange happens. A magical flower grows out of the ground 

where his tear has fallen, and there is an angel inside. 

 

The angel takes the Rabbit into the woods and, with a kiss, she turns him Real. She 

asks the other rabbits to look after him - he will live with them now. The Rabbit is 

very happy. Then one autumn day while the Boy is playing, he encounters the Rabbit 

and thinks how familiar it looks. 
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The Velveteen Rabbit is a children's book written by Margery Williams, with 

illustrations by William Nicholson. It is the story of a toy rabbit who is loved so 

much that he becomes free. Written almost a century ago, it is a story that reminds us 

of our faith. In this life the love of God is forever with us, transforming us – and I 

won’t lie to you – it hurts sometimes – so that he can make us real. Who we truly are. 

So that he can make us free. At last! At last! 

	


