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PEW SHEET FOR SUNDAY 31ST DECEMBER 

From the Vicar 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and work throughout Advent to bring 
new people to worship at Saint Peter’s at Christmas. It was a delight to 
see so MANY new faces at Saint Peter’s at Christmas this year. As we 
were blessed with new growth in every Christmas service, and 
significant total growth of 24% across all of the Christmas services, from 
the previous year. 

 

Carols Service 

This year   75 

Last year    68 

Growth in numbers  7 

Growth in % terms  10% 

 

Crib Service 

This year   160  

Last year     138 

Growth in numbers  22 

Growth in % terms  16% 

 

Midnight Service 

This year    67 

Last year    32 
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Growth in numbers  35 

Growth in % terms  110% 

 

Christmas Day 

This year    80 

Last year    70 

Growth in numbers  10 

Growth in % terms 14% 

 

All Christmas services 

 

This year   382 

Last year    308 

Growth in numbers  74 

Growth in % terms  24% 

 

This growth in attendance at Christmas services is consistent with the 
growth in attendance at all services in the Parish in 2023, as per the 
following statistical report which was made at the Parish’s annual 
general meeting in 2023: 

 

Holy Baptism 

 

This year    7 

Last year    3 

Growth in numbers  4 
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Growth in % terms  133% 

 

Holy Eucharist (average weekly attendance at all Sunday services, 
including a (conservative) estimate of online attendance) 

 

This year    52 

Last year    48 

Growth in numbers  4 

Growth in % terms  8% 

 

Financial – total income ($’000) 

 

This year    157 

Last year    146 

Growth in numbers  11 

Growth in % terms  8% 

 

Thank you to all of the parishioners at Saint Peter’s for their ceaseless 
prayer and their tireless work to build up the Parish, the spiritual body of 
Christ, in 2023. 

 

Please continue, in ceaseless prayer, and tireless work, to build up the 
Parish, the spiritual body of Christ, in 2024. 

 

Please be assured of my prayers for you, and for your loved ones, for 
His good tidings of great comfort and joy, throughout the present 
Christmas season, and throughout the New Year.  
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Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 

Vision for Saint Peter’s 
Please pray in the following new vision for Saint Peter’s in 2024: 
Vision statement 
‘I have come that you may have life, and have it abundantly’ – Jesus. 
Vision 
‘For I am about to create new heavens 
and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I am creating, 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy 
and its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it 
or the cry of distress. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant and another eat. 
They shall not labor in vain 
or bear children for calamity, 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, 
while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain, 
says the Lord.’  
Isaiah 65:17-25 

A Parish Prayer 
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Please pray in the following parish prayer for Saint Peter’s in 2024: 
God of Mission,  
Who alone brings growth to your Church,  
Send your Holy Spirit to give,  
Vision to our planning,  
Wisdom to our actions,  
Joy to our worship  
And power to our witness.  
Help our church to grow in numbers,  
In spiritual commitment to you,  
And in service to our local community,  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*New* Services in January  

Services in January are on a Sunday morning at 10am. All welcome. 

All other services are in recess in January.  

Lay ministry opportunities at St Peter’s in 2024 

Please pray to the Lord for volunteers to fill the following vacant 
honorary lay ministry positions in 2024: 

Parish Treasurer 

Parish Council member 

Small group leader 

Spring Fair Coordinator 

Website Administrator 

Men’s group coordinator 

Parish Office Administrator 

Linen roster leader 

Please contact the vicar on 0488 770 277, or a church warden. 

Saint Peter's Building Works Fundraising Campaign for 2023 - Letter 
from the Churchwardens  

This is an important Parish fundraising event that occurs every two 
years. We thank those that have already been able to contribute 
through the mailing campaign over the last month. 
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The campaign continues and we encourage everyone who is able to 
contribute to repair, maintenance and improvement of Parish buildings 
to offer their support through the form attached to their building works 
fundraising letter. 

If you would like any support or guidance through this process please 
reach out to one of your Church Wardens listed in the form. 

If you did not receive a campaign letter in the mail, could you please 
respond to this email with your current address as we may not have 
your correct details. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me, or another churchwarden, 
Christine Fitzherbert, or Carol Hocken, or the vicar, should you have any 
questions in relation to the 2023 Building Works Fundraising Campaign, 
or if you are a regular parishioner and are yet to receive your campaign 
letter. 

Many thanks, 
Simon Angus 
Churchwarden, Saint Peter’s Brighton Beach 
0411 160 099 

Prayer for Treasurer 

Please pray for the Parish to appoint a Parish Treasurer. If you are 
interested and available in this position on parish council, please 
contact the vicar or a church warden. 

Invitation to ‘Follow’ Saint Peter’s on Facebook 
At Saint Peter’s we are committed to praying and working for growth, 
spiritually and numerically. Please pray for the spiritual and numerical 
growth of the Parish, and for the grace to fully enter into the answer to 
that prayer. Social media is a good strategy for spiritual and numerical 
growth, and Facebook is a good social media platform for the 
demographic with whom we are wanting to connect. To ‘follow’ Saint 
Peter’s on Facebook and to invite others to ‘follow’: 
1. Go to the Saint Peter’s Facebook Page 
2. Then click on the grey box with three dots on the right hand side of 
the Saint Peter’s Facebook Page. 
3. Then click ‘Follow'. 
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4. To invite Friends, click ‘Invite friends’, select friends you would like to 
invite, then click the ’Send Invites’ button. 
You and your friends who accept your invitation will receive regular 
contact from Saint Peter’s via the Parish Facebook Page (there will be 
daily posts until Easter Day). 
If you are not on Facebook, and would like to join, you will need to 
create an account. For those who prefer not to join, please join us in the 
prayer for the parish below. 
Grocery items for St Mark’s Fitzroy 

St Mark’s Community Centre in Fitzroy provides much-needed food 
parcels and other assistance to the more than a hundred people who 
visit it each day. Parishioners are encouraged to continue in their 
support for St Mark’s by leaving grocery items in the church porch.  

The Anglican Church of Australia Leadership and Governance 

The Anglican Parish of St Peter’s in Brighton Beach is part of the 
Anglican Church in Melbourne. The Anglican Church in Melbourne is 
constituted of clergy and lay people committed to the building up of 
the body of Christ under the leadership of the Archbishop.  

Governance within the Local Parish - The Parish Council 

Formerly known as the Parish Vestry, the Parish Council is the parish 
body responsible for the governance of the Parish. The Parish is 
governed according to the laws and canons of the Anglican Church of 
Australia, and the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne. Members of Parish 
Council in 2023 are: 
Churchwardens 
Christine Fitzherbert, Carol Hocken and Simon Angus 
Parish Council members 
Julia Charleston, Stephanie Gotze, Libby Neal, Catherine Wallace 
Please pray for these Parish Officers as they seek to exercise their 
ministry in 2023. For all inquiries in relation to Parish governance within 
the Anglican Church, please contact the Parish Secretary, Mrs Christine 
Fitzherbert, or the Vicar, the Rev’d Jonathan Chamberlain. 

Vicar’s Day Off During the Week 

With Friday being the vicar’s day off during the week, and Saturday 
being final service preparation and emergency pastoral care, the vicar 
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will respond to parishioner inquiries between Monday and Friday during 
normal business hours. 

Linen and Brass 
Volunteers are sought to join the parish linen and brass polishing 
rosters. These rosters are available on the church notice board. Please 
simply put your name down for a month or months you are available.  

 

 


