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1.	Our	Vision	and	Mission	

To make the Word of God fully known 
The vision statement of the Anglican Church in Melbourne is ‘To make the Word of 

God fully known’. As Paul tells us in his letter to the Colossians, Jesus Christ is 

before	all	things,	and	in	him	all	things	hold	together.	He	is	the	head	of	

the	body,	the	church	…	For	in	him	all	the	fullness	of	God	was	pleased	

to	dwell,	and	through	him	God	was	pleased	to	reconcile	to	himself	all	

things,	whether	on	earth	or	in	heaven,	by	making	peace	through	the	

blood	of	his	cross	…	I,	Paul,	became	a	servant	of	this	gospel.	I	am	now	

rejoicing	in	my	sufferings	for	your	sake,	and	in	my	flesh	I	am	

completing	what	is	lacking	in	Christ’s	afflictions	for	the	sake	of	his	

body,	that	is,	the	church.	I	became	its	servant	…	to	make	the	word	of	

God	fully	known,	the	mystery	that	has	been	hidden	throughout	the	

ages	and	generations	but	has	now	been	revealed	to	his	saints.	To	

them	God	chose	to	make	known	how	great	among	the	Gentiles	are	

the	riches	of	the	glory	of	this	mystery,	which	is	Christ	in	you,	the	hope	

of	glory.	It	is	he	whom	we	proclaim,	warning	everyone	and	teaching	

everyone	in	all	wisdom,	so	that	we	may	present	everyone	mature	in	

Christ.		

—Colossians	1.24–29	

Jesus Christ is the Word of God. Having lived and died in humble obedience to God, 

whom he called ‘Father’, he was resurrected from the dead and exalted into heaven, 

thereby being revealed as the eternal Son of God. In the incarnation, death and 

exaltation of Jesus Christ, we encounter the truth of both God and humanity, a truth 

that brings actual liberation. In the words of Jesus—which are also the motto of the 

Anglican communion—‘You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free’. 
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The truth about God 
The truth revealed in the person and history of Jesus Christ is that ‘God is love … In 

this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins’ (1 John 4.8,10). On the cross, Jesus’ mission to 

reconcile the world to God is fulfilled. ‘It is finished!’ he proclaims, just before 

breathing his last.  

The Word of God, then, is a message of liberation, reconciliation and hope. 

Liberated from the power of sin, we are reconciled to God, where we participate in 

the eternal life of God himself. A participation, through the Spirit, in the personal, 

intimate, liberating relationship of sonship that in eternity the Son enjoys with the 

Father. Indeed, we are drawn into the eternal, abundant life of the Triune God—one 

God, in three persons, whose unity is grounded in self-distinction from the other 

person.  

Jesus, the Word of God, is the revelation of the Holy Trinity in the world. The Spirit 

that binds the persons of the Trinity together in a bond of love is also the ‘breath’ of 

God, binding and sustaining the whole physical universe. And it is this same Spirit 

that binds and sustains the whole Christian church in eternal life, allowing us to 

participate in Jesus’ own prayer to the Father: ‘Our Father in heaven’.  

The truth about humankind 
Jesus Christ reveals the truth about humankind. Created in the image of God, for the 

worship and service of God alone, the human race, under the cosmic influence of 

temptation, has turned from its true identity, purpose and destiny. Humankind has 

sought to be God (Genesis 3). In so doing, all have fallen short of the glory of God 

(Romans 3:23). We live in a fallen world. Having severed itself from its own roots in 

the Word of God, the world of modern secular culture has become a culture of 

alienation: from God, from itself, from one another. It has become a place in need of 

reconciliation: first with God and then, on this basis, with itself and with other people.  

Having been reconciled to God in baptism, the church is now called to the ministry of 

reconciliation in the world: 
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All	this	is	from	God,	who	reconciled	us	to	himself	through	Christ,	and	

has	given	us	the	ministry	of	reconciliation;	that	is,	in	Christ	God	was	

reconciling	the	world	to	himself,	not	counting	their	trespasses	against	

them,	and	entrusting	the	message	of	reconciliation	to	us.	So	we	are	

ambassadors	for	Christ,	since	God	is	making	his	appeal	through	us;	

we	entreat	you	on	behalf	of	Christ,	be	reconciled	to	God.			

—2	Corinthians	5:18–20		

The mission of God 
It is the ministry and mission of Christ himself in which the church participates. As 

Jesus said, ‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you’ (John 20:21).  

The Christian church is the light of the world, a true witness to the Word of God and 

to the new creation begun in its own life. It exists as a reminder to human society of 

its own need for relationship with God. The relationship with God that alone can lead 

to human destiny in the future kingdom of God. In its liturgical life—especially in the 

celebration of baptism and Eucharist, and because of the actual presence of Christ 

himself as host—the church is a sign and instrument of this future of God. As it 

leaves room in human hearts and social life for hope of the future of God, so it also 

mediates to individuals today the assurance of future salvation. By living out the 

righteous will of God, the Christian church is the light of the world, a true witness to 

the Word of God, a new humanity. By this spirit of ecumenical unity alone, may 

modern Western secular culture once more turn to Christianity as the one unifying 

basis of its own life. 

Jesus Christ is the Word of God. In him alone do we discover our true human nature: 

our true human destiny, our true human dignity, our true human freedom. The 

Christian church preserves and proclaims the truth – the truth about God, the truth 

about humanity - by maintaining its own institutional independence from the ongoing 

political orders of this world – the powers of this world. In the words of the Apostle 

Paul, ‘For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery’ (Galatians 5:1). 
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2.	Our	Identity	and	Leadership	

Identity 
The Anglican Parish of Saint Peter in Brighton Beach is an essentially missional 

Anglican parish in the catholic tradition. Part of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne’s 

Jumbunna Region of episcopal care, Saint Peter’s is part of the Anglican Church of 

Australia, the worldwide Anglican Communion, and the one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic church. As part of the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, our vision is ‘to 

make the Word of God fully known’ in Brighton Beach, ‘in order to present everyone 

mature in Christ’.  

The unity of the worldwide church rests in the presence of Jesus Christ himself in 

every local celebration of the Eucharist. Saint Peter’s participation in the worldwide 

church finds visible expression through its participation in the ‘Brighton Covenant of 

Churches’. An ecumenical body representing the whole church in Brighton, the 

covenant exists to promote and express the unity of God’s church in the Brighton 

area. 

Leadership 
In baptism, the whole church is summoned to witness to God’s love and to work for 

the coming of his kingdom. To this end, God has given to the church the threefold 

ministry of bishops, priests and deacons. Bishops are ordained to be shepherds of 

Christ’s flock and guardians of the faith of the apostles, proclaiming the gospel of 

God’s kingdom and leading his people in mission. Obedient to the call of Christ and 

in the power of the Holy Spirit, they are to gather God’s people and celebrate with 

them the sacraments of the new covenant. Priests are ordained to leadership in the 

local congregations, as ministers of the Word of God, and the sacraments of God. 

They are called also to the spiritual leadership of the local congregation. Thus 

formed into a single communion of faith and love, the church in each place and time 

is united with the church in every place and time. (Text adapted from A Prayer Book 

for Australia.)  
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Leading the Anglican Parish of Saint Peter’s Brighton Beach are: 

• the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most Revd Dr Phillip Freier 

• the Bishop of the Jumbunna Episcopate, Bishop Paul Barker 

• the Vicar of the Anglican Parish of Saint Peter’s Brighton Beach, the Revd 

Jonathan Chamberlain 

• the Parish Council, and the Executive Committee, of the Anglican Parish of 

Saint Peter’s Brighton Beach 

Responsible for governance, property and finance, the wardens and parish council 

members of Saint Peter’s are: 

• John Braddon (Warden) 

• Jonathan Chamberlain (Vicar) 

• Julia Charleston 

• Christine Fitzherbert (Warden and Secretary) 

•    Cashila Gilchrist 

• Lydia Holmes 

• Elizabeth Neal 

• Paul Purcell (Warden) 

• Graeme Wanden 
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3.	Our	Ministry		

 

The church’s ministry also is the ministry of Christ himself: ‘This is my body’ 

(Corinthians 11:24). In the liturgical life of the Christian Church, the future destiny of 

the human race, in the future of the kingdom of God, is already now present.  

Discipleship 
In our ministry and our discipleship, we follow the example of Jesus Christ. By his 

earthly life of humble obedience to God the Father, Jesus revealed the eternal life of 

God: three persons in self-distinction from one another, bound together in self-

emptying love, each glorifying the other person. Jesus in his earthly life glorified God 

the Father alone. God the Father, by raising Jesus from the dead, glorified Jesus 

alone, confirming him to be the Son of God. Father and Son are bound together in 

eternity by the Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit of self-emptying love—the third person of the 

Trinity. 

As followers of Jesus, we too are called to live in conscious and humble submission 

to God the Father alone: 

Let	the	same	mind	be	in	you	that	was	in	Christ	Jesus,	who,	though	he	

was	in	the	form	of	God,	did	not	regard	equality	with	God	as	

something	to	be	exploited,	but	emptied	himself,	taking	the	form	of	a	

slave,	being	born	in	human	likeness.	And	being	found	in	human	form,	

he	humbled	himself	and	became	obedient	to	the	point	of	death—even	

death	on	a	cross.	Therefore	God	also	highly	exalted	him	and	gave	him	

the	name	that	is	above	every	name,	so	that	at	the	same	of	Jesus	

every	knee	should	bend,	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth,	

and	every	tongue	confess	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	to	the	glory	of	God	

the	Father.	

—Philippians	2:5–11	
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The disciples of Christ are called to follow his example of humble obedience to God, 

in life and in death. Following Jesus in this way, theirs is the assurance of hope. In a 

world of sin that is passing away, the Christian hope is for eternal, resurrection life in 

the future of the kingdom of God. As Jesus himself proclaimed: ‘All who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted’ 

(Matthew 23:12). As the Apostle, too, proclaimed, ‘If for this life only we have hoped 

in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied’ (1 Cor 15.19). 

Preaching 
At Saint Peter’s we preach the Word of God. It is the preaching ministry of Christ 

himself. This is in accordance with the promise of Christ himself, ‘Whoever hears 

you, hears me.’ The preaching of the Word of God has a sacramental focus, pointing 

to the reconciliation with God that is effected in baptism and confirmed in the 

Eucharist. Our preaching aims at both confirming and strengthening the faith of the 

existing worship congregation through liturgical preaching, and the baptism and faith 

of new believers through missional preaching. 

We	preach	Christ	crucified,	a	stumbling	block	to	Jews	and	foolishness	

to	Greeks	

—1	Corinthians	1:23	

Baptism 

We	thank	you,	Father,	for	the	water	of	baptism.	

In	it	we	are	buried	with	Christ	in	his	death.	

By	it	we	share	in	his	resurrection.	

Through	it	we	are	reborn	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	

Therefore,	in	joyful	obedience	to	your	Son,	

we	baptize	into	his	fellowship	those	who	come	to	him	in	faith.	

—The	Church	of	England,	A	Common	Worship	

Baptism is our entry into fellowship with Jesus Christ. It is our entry into the eternal 

kingdom of God that has now come into the world in him. In baptism, the journey of 
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life that ends in death becomes a holy pilgrimage that ends in life. Saint Peter’s in 

Brighton Beach is a wonderful place for baptism. Anyone who is not yet baptised is 

welcome into baptism at Saint Peter’s.  

Worship 

Jesus	said	to	them,	‘I	am	the	bread	of	life.	Whoever	comes	to	me	will	

never	be	hungry,	and	whoever	believes	in	me	will	never	be	thirsty	…	I	

am	the	living	bread	that	came	down	from	heaven.	Whoever	eats	of	

this	bread	will	live	forever.’	

—John	6:35,	51	

In baptism, our fellowship with Jesus Christ is established forever, and in the 

Eucharist, that fellowship is nourished, sustained and deepened. We are given a 

taste of the new life that is ours in the kingdom of God, and are invited to participate 

in the eternal love of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Anyone who is baptised is welcome into the Eucharist at Saint Peter’s. This includes 

children, once they have grasped the idea that Jesus Christ is present in the ‘feast’.  

Saint Peter’s in Brighton Beach is an inspiring and intimate place to worship God. 

Our weekly worship times are: 

Sunday at 8am—Eucharist  
Early on a Sunday morning, a quiet service of Eucharist. 

Sunday at 10am—Sung Eucharist—worship for all ages 
Our main service of worship, at which children and young families are most 

welcome. This is a joyful celebration of the Eucharist with fine liturgy, preaching and 

music in the Anglican tradition. Weekly Sunday school is held at 10am (except 

during school holidays, and on the third Sunday of the month, when all ages remain 

in church throughout for a more informal service, and on the first Sunday of the 

month, when Kids Church is at 12 noon). Morning tea is served in the church after 

the service. 



 20 

Sunday at 12 noon—Kids Church (first Sunday of the month)  
A special Kids Church service for young children and families is held at 12 noon on 

the first Sunday of each month (except school holidays). The language of the service 

is simplified to help small children understand the intent of the prayers and to 

encourage their involvement. The music is also easily remembered, so that young 

ones can participate, and we share a story instead of a more formal teaching. The 

whole service is concluded within 40–45 minutes and is held in the intimacy of the 

chancel. A light lunch for the children is served immediately after the service. 

Wednesday at 10am—Eucharist  
A short, prayerful celebration in the middle of the week (this service is not offered in 

January). 

 Prayer 

Our	Father	in	heaven,	

hallowed	be	your	name,	

your	kingdom	come,	

your	will	be	done		

on	earth	as	in	heaven.	

Christian prayer, inspired by the Holy Spirit, is a participation in the prayer of Jesus 

Christ to the Father. Prayer is at the very centre of the life of Saint Peter’s. The 

whole liturgical and pastoral life of the parish happens within the context of prayer. 

As Anglicans we practise the daily office, a cycle of daily prayer.  

The Saint Peter’s Choir 

Beautiful	music	is	the	art	of	the	prophets	that	can	calm	the	agitations	

of	the	soul;	it	is	one	of	the	most	magnificent	and	delightful	presents	

God	has	given	us.	

—Martin	Luther	
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The Saint Peter’s choir contributes to our worship on a regular basis at 10am on a 

Sunday morning. The choir sings throughout the year at the following times: 

• Choral Advent Carols service at 7pm on the second Sunday in December 

• Choral Eucharist at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve 

• Cantor at 9am Sung Eucharist on Christmas Day 

• Choral Easter Carols service at 7pm towards the end of Lent 

• Choral Eucharist at 9am on Good Friday 

• Choral Eucharist at 10am on Sunday on the following principal holy days and 

festivals:  

o The Presentation of Christ 

o Passion Sunday 

o Easter Day 

o Sunday after Ascension 

o Trinity Sunday 

o Patronal Festival 

o Mary Mother of our Lord 

o Michael and All Angels 

o All Saints 

o Christ the King. 

The Sunday 10am service features hymns, both traditional and new, with organ or 

piano accompaniment. Parts of the liturgy are sung, and singing also sometimes 

forms part of the Sunday school program.  

Funerals 

Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled.	Believe	in	God,	believe	also	in	me.	

In	my	Father’s	house	there	are	many	dwelling	places.	If	it	were	not	so,	

would	I	have	told	you	that	I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you?	And	if	I	go	

and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	come	again	and	will	take	you	to	

myself,	so	that	where	I	am,	there	you	may	be	also.	

—John	13:1–4	
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God's love and power extend over all creation. Every life, including our own, is 

precious to God. Christians have always believed that there is hope in death, as in 

life, and that there is new life in Christ after death. Even those who share such faith 

find that there is a real sense of loss at the death of a loved one. We will each have 

had our own experiences of their life and death, with different memories and different 

feelings of love, grief and respect. To acknowledge all of this should help us to 

express our faith and our feelings as we say farewell, to acknowledge our loss and 

our sorrow, and to reflect on our own mortality. Those who mourn need support and 

consolation. Our presence at the funeral is part of that continuing support. All are 

welcome to the funeral services at Saint Peter’s. 

Weddings 

Love	is	patient;	love	is	kind;	love	is	not	envious	or	boastful	or	arrogant	

or	rude.	It	does	not	insist	on	its	own	way;	it	is	not	irritable	or	

resentful;	it	does	not	rejoice	in	wrongdoing,	but	rejoices	in	the	truth.	

It	bears	all	things,	believes	all	things,	hopes	all	things,	endures	all	

things.		

—1	Corinthians	13:4–7	

Holy Marriage is intended by God to be a creative relationship, enabling husband 

and wife to love and support each other in good times and in bad, and to share in the 

care and upbringing of children. For Christians, it is also an invitation to share life 

together in the spirit of Jesus Christ. It is based upon a solemn, public and life-long 

covenant between a man and a woman, declared and celebrated in the presence of 

God and before witnesses. (From the Church of England, A Common Worship).  

Like baptism and the Eucharist, marriage is a sacrament of God, a holy mystery. In 

marriage between a man and a woman, the destiny of human fellowship—

redeemed, restored and transformed in the future kingdom of God—is signalled. This 

destiny was established in its origins, when God created humankind to be male and 

female.  
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Children and young families ministry 

‘People	were	bringing	little	children	to	…	Jesus	said,	‘Let	the	little	

children	come	to	me;	do	not	stop	them;	for	it	is	to	such	as	these	that	

the	kingdom	of	God	belongs	…	Whoever	does	not	receive	the	kingdom	

of	God	as	a	little	child	will	never	enter	it.’	And	he	took	them	up	in	his	

arms,	laid	his	hands	on	them,	and	blessed	them.	

—Mark	10:13–16	

Children and young families are at the centre of the life of Saint Peter’s. Our 10am 

service of Eucharist on a Sunday morning is a worship service that fully caters for 

children and young families. A weekly Sunday School program caters to children of 

all ages, and each Sunday, toys, books and drawing materials are also provided for 

children in our special children’s space at the front of the church.  

Held each Sunday morning at 10am (except in school holidays), Saint Peter’s 

Sunday school aims to nurture the spiritual lives of pre-school and primary school 

aged children by giving them an opportunity to wonder, dream and explore. 

Children enjoy a special time of story-telling, friendship, creativity and play, as well 

as opportunities for stillness and reflection. A scrumptious morning tea is served 

afterwards. 

Led by our children’s ministry team in the safe and beautiful environment of Saint 

Peter’s Kindergarten, Sunday School provides both children and parents with the 

opportunity to worship God in an engaging and age-appropriate way every Sunday 

morning.  

While Sunday School is primarily aimed at pre-school and primary school aged 

children, older children are also welcome. Parents are welcome to accompany their 

children in Sunday school. 

Once a month, on the third Sunday of the month, children, young families and the 

whole congregation of Saint Peter’s remain in the church throughout the whole 

service. The whole congregation enjoys a time of story-telling, singing, fun, 
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friendship and play at this informal Eucharist for children of all ages, followed by 

morning tea. 

A special Kids Church service for young children and families is held at 12 noon on 

the first Sunday of each month (except school holidays). The language of the service 

is simplified to help small children understand the intent of the prayers and to 

encourage their involvement. The music is also easily remembered, so that young 

ones can participate, and we share a story instead of a more formal teaching. The 

whole service is concluded within 40-45 minutes and is held in the intimacy of the 

chancel. A light lunch for the children is served immediately after the service. 

Social events for children and young families are held throughout the year at Saint 

Peter’s. If you would like to be kept informed of these events please, then please 

contact Jonathan, the vicar, on vicar@saintpeters.org.au. 

Youth (18–30 years) 

Sonder	(noun):	the	realisation	that	each	random	passerby	is	living	a	

life	as	vivid	and	complex	as	your	own	

Saint Peter’s is blessed with a vibrant and active youth, who offer fellowship and 

leadership within the parish in all areas of its common life—in liturgy, government, 

mission, ministry to children and young families, and ecumenical relations.  

An initiative of the Brighton covenant of churches, Sonder Brighton is an ecumenical 

young adults’ group. It aims to provide a community for young adults from a variety 

of different Christian denominations who otherwise may lack the opportunity to meet 

other Christians their age within their own local church community. The group hopes 

to build up the churches in the local community by galvanising young adults in the 

local area to continue attending church on a regular basis and to engage 

constructively with the whole local community. Activities include bible studies, church 

visiting, charity work, social activities, quarterly dinners with guest speakers, and 

providing assistance to Brighton Covenant of Churches events. The ultimate goal of 

the group is to glorify God. 
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Men’s group 
The men’s group at Saint Peter’s exists to support, encourage and strengthen the 

bonds of fellowship for men in and around Saint Peter’s. The group gathers once a 

quarter, simply, informally, often over a meal.  

Mature age 

The Beavers 
The ‘Beavers’ are an indispensable gift to Saint Peter’s. A resourceful and 

industrious group of mature-age men and women, the Beavers gather each week on 

a Tuesday morning from 9am to 12pm to take care of the church’s beautiful buildings 

and grounds. It is joyful work. Morning tea is served. All welcome.  

Friends of Saint Peter’s 
Synonymous with the overall spirit of Saint Peter’s, the ‘Friends’ meet together on 

the fourth Monday of each month from February to October. Their motto is 

‘Friendship—mutual regard cherished by kindred minds’. At these meetings, the 

‘Friends’ share their stories and support the work and the fellowship of the parish. 

Afternoon tea is served. All are welcome. 

Opto Art 
Established more than fifty years ago, ‘Opto Art’ is a group of women who gather on 

a Tuesday afternoon at 1.30pm. This group of creative artists was established to 

nurture the ideal of women living in a society in which they enjoy the same status as 

men. Afternoon tea is served. New members are welcome. 

Aged care 
Saint Peter’s celebrates the Eucharist in the following aged-care facilities on the third 

Wednesday of each month (except January) at the following times. All who are 

baptised—residents, staff and family members—are welcome to participate in these 

services. Worship times are: 

• Elanora Nursing Home—10.45am 

• Princeton View Aged Care—11.30am 

• Mayflower Brighton—2.30pm 
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Partnerships 

The Anglican Diocese in Melbourne 
Saint Peter’s in Brighton Beach, Melbourne, is an Anglican Parish in the Anglican 

Diocese of Melbourne (Jumbunna Region).  

The Brighton Covenant of Churches 
Saint Peter’s is part of the Brighton Covenant of Churches. An ecumenical body 

representing the whole church in Brighton, the covenant exists to preserve and 

express the unity of God’s church in the Brighton area.  

The Anglican Parish of Saint Andrews in Brighton 
The Anglican Parish of Saint Peter’s Brighton Beach exists in partnership with the 

neighbouring Anglican Parish of St Andrew’s in Brighton. Where Saint Andrew’s is 

known for its cathedral-style worship, Saint Peter’s provides Anglican worship in a 

more intimate parish setting. In their different ways, and with their different gifts, the 

two are united in their worship of God in the Anglican tradition.  

The Catholic Parish of Saint Joan of Arc in Brighton Beach 
Held each year in June, the Fr Peter Cross Memorial Lecture was founded at Saint 

Peters by the then vicar Father Russell Joyce, in memory of Fr Peter Cross, the 

former priest of St Joan of Arc Catholic Church. Fr Cross was a great ecumenist, 

both locally and internationally. The lecture is organised each year by one of the 

Covenant churches on a topic of ecumenical interest and invites a guest lecturer of 

note. The annual Peter Cross Memorial Lecture is a symbol of the goodwill and spirit 

of unity that have long existed between the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches 

in Brighton Beach.  

Saint Peter’s Kindergarten 
Saint Peter's Kindergarten holds a unique and special position in the Bayside 

community. For over fifty years, it has provided a superior social and educational 

experience for three- and four-year-old children in a caring, stimulating and 

challenging environment. The kindergarten is located within the grounds of Saint 

Peter's Anglican Church, Brighton Beach, at the corner of Were and Moffat streets. 

The kindergarten is run by a committee of management and qualified staff. The 

committee, as proprietor, is comprised of representatives of both parents and the 
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parish, who are responsible for kindergarten management, policy formulation and 

regulatory compliance.  

Active One 	
A tenant of the Saint Peter’s hall, Active One is a group of health 

professionals specialising in the delivery of exercise, lifestyle and behavioural 

modification programs for the prevention and management of chronic diseases and 

injuries, especially for people over forty. Active One aims to improve client physical 

and mental health through group and individual exercise regimes and workshops 

that are safe, effective, motivating and fun. Active One’s vision is to be the industry 

leader in providing healthy lifestyle interventions that inspire people to make changes 

that improve their quality of life.  

BTA Inspire	
Ben Salmon of BTA Inspire is the resident professional tennis coach at the Saint 

Peter’s tennis court. Ben and his team have been mentoring athletes since 2000 and 

work with all ages and all levels of fitness and competition. For information on 

registering for tennis coaching with BTA Inspire, please contact Ben directly.  

Pastoral care 

The	quality	of	mercy	is	not	strained.	

It	drops,	like	the	gentle	rain	from	heaven		

Upon	the	place	beneath.	

—Portia,	in	William	Shakespeare’s	Merchant	of	Venice	

Pastoral care—showing mercy in the name of Jesus Christ—is central to the life of 

Saint Peter’s. We believe that mercy is a sacrament of Jesus Christ, and that like the 

other sacraments, Christ makes himself present when we show love and mercy to 

each other in his name. As both givers and recipients of this mercy, all parishioners 

participate in the pastoral care ministry of the parish. It is a truly wonderful and 

special privilege to be part of this ministry of Christ. 



Major events  
Major events are held at Saint Peter’s each year at the following times: 

• Holy Week and Easter 

• Patronal Festival in June 

• Saint Peter’s Spring Fair 

Held in October each year, the Saint Peter’s Spring Fair is a major event in a number 

of ways. By building up the community life of the congregation, reaching out into the 

local community, and being the largest fundraising event within the parish, the Saint 

Peter’s Spring Fair is the stuff of legend. 
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4.	Our	Ministry	Performance	

In the past three years, the Anglican Parish of Saint Peter in Brighton Beach has 

achieved significant consolidation and growth in ministry performance. This is 

evident in the key performance indicators of the parish within the key result areas of 

liturgical life, new mission initiatives, financial management, property management, 

governance and compliance, and pastoral care. 

Liturgical life 

3 years ended 30 September 20181 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Holy Baptism 9 10 6 6 9 

Holy Eucharist 58 63 69 69 71 

Christmas 155 117 193 195 240 

Easter 107 130 175 181 210 

 
 

  

                                                
1	Holy	Baptism	and	Matrimony	are	no.	per	year.	Holy	Eucharist	is	average	no.	of	acts	of	Holy	
Eucharist	per	week.	Christmas	and	Easter	are	no.	of	acts	of	Holy	Eucharist.	
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Summary 
During the three years ending 30 September 2018, the Anglican Parish of Saint 

Peter in Brighton Beach has produced an increase in liturgical life. This is evidenced 

by the following key indicators of liturgical performance: 

• an increase of 13 people, from 58 to 71, or 22%, in the average weekly number 

of people participating in the holy Eucharist between 2014 and 2018 

• an increase of 3 people in 2018, from 6 to 9, or 50%, in the number of people 

participating in Holy baptism 

• an increase of 3 in 2018, from zero to 3, in the number of celebrations of Holy 

matrimony at Saint Peter’s 

• an increase in the number of people participating in the Holy Eucharist at Saint 

Peter’s at Christmas and Easter, or 54% and 96% respectively 

• sustaining an increase in the average weekly number of people participating in 

the the Holy Eucharist over the last five years 

• most recently in 2018—and in the context of a Royal Commission into 

institutional responses to child abuse, and the new distinction between the 

church and state over the definition of marriage—an increase in the number of 

people participating in the Holy Eucharist of 2 people, or 2%, on an average 

weekly basis, from the previous year. 

In summary, there has been a significant increase in the liturgical life of the parish in 

the three years ended 30 September 2018. 

New mission initiatives 

3 years ended 30 September 2018: Summary 
During the three years ended 30 September 2018, the Anglican parish of Saint Peter 

in Brighton Beach has produced a significant increase in new mission since 2015. 

This is evidenced by the following key indicators of new mission initiatives since 

2015: 

• the welcome of 18 new people into the regular Sunday worship of God at Saint 

Peter’s 

• the launch of a major new mission initiative in branding, communication, 

website, advertising and signage 
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• turnaround in the relationship with the Saint Peter’s kindergarten into one of 

mutuality and unity 

• the launch of a major new mission initiative in ministry to children and young 

families, including: new Good Friday Kids service since 2016; new weekly 

Sunday school program since 2017; new ‘Kids Church’ service on a monthly 

basis in 2018; and new ministry of hospitality 

• the launch of a major new mission initiative in young adults ministry through the 

new ecumenical program ‘Sonder Brighton’ 

• the launch of a major new missional understanding and practice of ecumenical 

relations within Brighton 

• new mission within the parish and local community through the launch of a new 

service of Holy Communion at Mayflower nursing home in Brighton 

• new ministry of welcome through the provision of fresh flowers in worship in 

2018. 

In summary, there has been a significant increase in new mission initiatives within 

the parish in the three years ended 30 September 2018. 

Financial management 

3 years ended 30 September 2018 

 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Income2 130 114 134 155 160 

Expenses 144 132 169 155 169 

Net deficit (14) (18) (35) 0 (9)3 

                                                
2	Variance	of	$12K	to	financial	statement	in	2018	in	total	income	and	expenditure	due	to	
fundraising	for	maintenance	(zero	in	2017).	
3	Budget	variance	of	$7K	in	2018	due	to	the	loss	of	a	major	giver	in	2018	due	to	ageing.	
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Summary 
During the three years ended 30 September 2018, the Anglican parish of Saint Peter 

in Brighton Beach has produced a significant increase in its financial performance. 

This is evidenced by the following key indicators of financial performance: 

• increase in total income of $44,000 pa (or 38%) between 2015 and 2018 

• reduction in budget deficit of $26,000 pa (or 75%) between 2016 and 2018, to a 

deficit of $9000 in 2018 

• increase in total investment in property assets of $270,000 in the three years 

ended 30 September 2018 (including $220,000 for the major hall 

redevelopment which was funded from the proceeds from the sale of the former 

vicarage). 

In summary, there has been a significant increase and improvement in the financial 

performance of the parish, in the three years ended 30 September 2018. 

Property management 

3 years ended 30 September 2018: summary 
During the three years ended 30 September 2018, the Anglican parish of Saint Peter 

in Brighton Beach has produced a significant increase in property performance. This 

is evidenced by the following key indicators of property performance since 2015: 

• the $220,000 major capital redevelopment of the church hall in 2016. The major 

project was delivered on time, on budget, and to the highest standard of quality 

• the creation of a major new and sustainable income stream for the parish 

through the lease of the redeveloped church hall to a commercial tenant, while 

at the same time retaining a level of use of the parish hall for church purposes 

• the creation of a major new and sustainable income stream for the parish 

through the raising of funds on an annual basis for essential repairs, 

maintenance and improvements to the land and buildings of the parish. This 

new initiative of the parish is necessary in order to meet the cost of repairs, 

maintenance and improvements to land and buildings that is necessary to the 

long-term viability of the parish 

• the significant increase in the income stream from the tennis court, which will 
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see income from this parish asset increase from $2000 in 2015 to $9000 in 

2022, as well as maintaining the tennis court in the highest quality of condition 

• in partnership with the St Peter’s Kindergarten, the installation in 2018 of a 

major new disabled access ramp to the kindergarten, in compliance with 

current legal requirements 

• the continued flourishing of the Beaver’s group to maintain the church grounds 

on an ongoing basis 

• a significant new investment in repairs, maintenance and improvement of land 

and buildings within the parish since 2015. 

In summary, there has been a major increase in the property performance of the 

parish, in the three years ended 30 September 2018. 

Governance and compliance 

3 years ended 30 September 2018: Summary 
During the three years ended 30 September 2018, the Anglican parish of Saint Peter 

in Brighton Beach has produced a significant investment in governance and 

compliance performance. This is evidenced by the following key indicators of 

governmental and compliance performance: 

• the launch of a new vision, mission and 5-year strategic/mission action plan for 

the parish to 2022. This was developed through a one-year process of prayerful 

discernment and consultation with key internal and external stakeholders 

• the launch of a new governance framework. This was done through the 

implementation within the parish of the following major new governmental 

initiatives within the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne: 

o The Parishes Act 2013 

o The Professional Standards Acts 2016 

o The Child Safe Code of Conduct and Child Safety Policy 2018 

o Faithfulness in Service 2004 (revised 2017) 

o Working to bully proof clergy and parishes, including Parish Code of 

Conduct and Issues Management Process 

• a turnaround in the relationship of the parish with the Saint Peter’s 

kindergarten. 
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In summary, there has been a significant increase in governance and compliance 

performance in the three years ended 30 September 2018. 

Pastoral Care 

3 Years Ended 30 September 2018: Summary 
• All people who have asked to be prayed for have been prayed for regularly, 

both in public worship and in a new private prayer circle. 

• A number of people who have been received this ministry of prayer within the 

parish have reported significant healing by the Lord. 

• A regular program of pastoral care, including pastoral visitation, has been 

initiated and undertaken throughout the parish. 

In summary, there has been a significant increase in pastoral care within the parish 

in the three years ended 30 September 2018. 

  



Appendix	A	

5-year	Strategic	(Mission	Action)	Plan	2018–2022	

  



Appendix	B	

Financial	statement	for	2018	and	Budget	for	2019	

  



Appendix	C	

Other	Opportunities	for	Giving	

Parishioners may wish to make a gift more directly toward the future ministry cost of 

any of the following specific ministries: 

• building works,  

• future choral and musical program 

• future children and young families ministry.  

Gifts toward building works may be made to the ‘St Peter’s Building Works’ account 

for the specific purpose of covering the cost of building works within the parish. A 

cash account held on behalf of the parish with the Anglican Development Fund, gifts 

made in this way are also not assessable by the diocese. Major projects to be 

completed include a major upgrade to the wiring and lighting inside the church 

building, painting of and repairs to the outside of the church building, and a major 

upgrade to the church narthex morning tea, community and social space, and other 

capital improvements.  

Gifts may also be made toward future choral and musical ministry or future children 

and young families ministry. 

If you are interested in making a gift directly toward the future ministry cost of 

building works, choral and musical ministry, and children and young families ministry, 

or would like more information about these future ministries, please do not hesitate 

to contact the vicar, a churchwarden, or a parish council member at any time. 

	


