
	

Sermon 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is  

your Father’s good pleasure  

to give you the kingdom’ 

Year C, Pentecost 8, 11 August 2019 

This morning after the 8 o’clock service I went down to Lou and Cos for a 

warming cup of coffee. Picking up the Age newspaper, the headline read 

‘The anxious age.’ 

 

Our Gospel reading this morning begins where it left off last week. There, 

we had the privilege of listening in, as Jesus was teaching the crowd, the 

representative of the world. There we heard him cautioning them against 

the danger of greed: 

 

“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does 

not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a story - a 

man’s land produced abundantly. So he pulled down his barn, built a 

larger one, and stored his possessions there. And he said to his soul, ‘Soul, 

you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 

But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 

demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 

So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 

toward God.” 



	 2	

 

‘For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 

soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? (Mt 16.26). 

 

Such is life, when life is grounded on oneself. When life is lived for 

oneself. When the natural order of the universe is reversed, such as in our 

own day, and it is no longer God, but the self, that is the ground of being. 

So that life is lived in a state of anxiety, for the self is not able to be god. 

Life becomes a wilderness experience, an anxious fixation on oneself, and 

one’s own abilities.  

 

By sharp contrast, the Christian life, grounded in God, and lived for God 

alone, is a more natural way of life. The normal order of life. The natural 

way of life, within the kingdom of God.  

 

Turning from the crowd, and towards his disciples, Jesus cautions his 

disciples against a life of anxiety in the world, directing them instead to a 

life of natural trust in God, and in the goodness of his kingdom: 

 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, 

or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, 

and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither 

sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God 

feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And 

can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If 
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then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you 

worry about the rest?’ 

 

Again - 

 

‘Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 

these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he 

clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you 

are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it 

is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your 

Father knows that you need them. Seek first God’s kingdom and 

righteousness, and all these things will be yours as well.’ 

 

Alongside the anxious striving of a secular world, the Christian 

community is a more natural life. A life that is lived - toward God. A life 

that has put the kingdom of God and his righteousness first in the list of 

life’s priorities. In the knowledge that, in doing so, the other things, the 

natural needs of life in this world, will be ours as well. By the gracious, 

hidden hand, of the Father of all people. 

 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. 


