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Upside down kingdom 

There’s a fine line between genius and insanity, it has been said. God erased 

this line, when he raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus established the kingdom 

of God. Where the ways of the world are turned on their head. 

Poor in spirit 

"Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  

The world is obsessed with material poverty. But God is interested in the 

poor in spirit. All who humble themselves, and glorify God, rather than 

themselves, are happy. Blessed. As Jesus humbled himself, and glorified God 

alone. 

Hungry vs. Well-Fed  

“Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.”  

The world is obsessed with material things. The Kingdom of God is spiritual. 

Those who are not satisfied with the materiality of this world, are happy. 

Blessed. Those who hunger for the Kingdom of God – for spiritual things – 

are blessed.  



Weeping vs Laughing  

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh”. To follow Jesus, out of 

the ways of the world, into the kingdom of God, is difficult. It will make us 

weep at times. But if weeping lasts for a night, joy comes in the morning.  

Message 

There’s a fine line between genius and insanity, it has been said. God erased 

this line, when he raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus established the kingdom 

of God. Where the ways of the world are turned on their head. To live already 

now in the kingdom of God, and its values, will inevitably bring us into 

conflict with the kingdoms of this world, and their values. Jesus in his own 

life, and centrally in his death, revealed the stark cost of discipleship. As he 

reveals, to our complete surprise, the consolation of discipleship this 

morning. 

Persecution  

‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile 

you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and 

leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their 

ancestors did to their prophets. 

The world can be an unkind place. It is a world of human pride. In such a 

world, God is interested in the poor in spirit. All who humble themselves, 

and who glorify God, will be happy - blessed.  

Response  



“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 

heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets 
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Introduction  

In this bible story we read this morning, we hear about Jesus healing many, 
and we hear Jesus telling those gathered about the Kingdom of God, and that 
it is an upside-down Kingdom, where the order of this world is turned upside 
down.  

Jesus’ love demonstrated through healing  

Jesus has just finished choosing twelve apostles from among His disciples, 
and now, before Jesus begins teaching, He heals many. All of Jesus’ miracles 
are tender and compassionate. He chose those acts of healing which reveal 
the tenderness and mercy of God. Then, Jesus begins to share with the crowd 
about God’s love in His Kingdom.  

Jesus proclaims the upside-down Kingdom of God  

Jesus shares with His disciples about this upside-down Kingdom of God in 
the story we heard this morning. He challenges everything that people think 
is normal, and flips it upside down to show how things really are from God’s 
perspective, and how they will be in eternity. Because of this, each of His 
statements are shocking.  

Kings and Kingdoms  

If you were a king or a queen of a country, what would you decree? What 
laws would you make? You would probably make laws according to what 



you think is good and right. I know many children who would make ice 
cream for breakfast mandatory, and dog lovers who would let their pets roam 
free. Just like we would, as Jesus says, in the Kingdom of God, God 
organises it in the way that He sees is good and right.  

Poor vs Rich  

The first upside-down decree in the Kingdom of God is about the poor and 
the rich. “ Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.”  

While we may think of rich and poor in terms of wealth, it might be that the 
poor in spirit are opposite of the proud in spirit. Why? Why is the k ingdom 
of God for the poor in spirit? The reason is that the poor in spirit are those 
who will seek after God, and seek the things of God. Woe is also to the rich 
or proud in spirit since they receive their consolation in the world. People 
who are completely occupied with their things will forget the life to come. 
Riches cannot make a person happy, or blessed.  

Hungry vs. Well-Fed  

The second of these upside-down decrees of the Kingdom of God is about 
being hungry, or being well-fed. “Blessed are you who hunger now, for you 
will be satisfied. Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.”  

What Jesus is saying? Those who are not satisfied with the things of this 
world are blessed. Those who are truly hungry, those who hunger for the 
things of God, who have a spiritual appetite, are blessed. Sometimes, when 
we go without things, we can be more aware of the things of God. That is 
why we choose to give something up during the season of Lent. We do not 
have to be hungry physically to be hungry spiritually, but physical food will 
never make us truly full. There is a food that is even more important than 
bread. It is a spiritual food that satisfies the soul. In John's Gospel, Jesus says, 
"he who feeds on this bread will live forever". There is something even more 
valuable than physical food, Jesus says. It will leave us"satisfied". We are not 
to find our satisfaction in the things of this world, but in spiritual things. Are 
many hungry now? Yes. But in the future, we will be satisfied.  

Weeping vs Laughing  



The next of these upside-down decrees is about weeping and laughing. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Woe to you who laugh 
now, for you will mourn and weep.”. Jesus says that those who weep now 
will laugh, and those who laugh now, will weep. Why does Jesus say this?  

When we weep now over injustices, about sad things, about our mistakes, and 
when we are truly sorry for our sins, Jesus promises to forgive us and have 
mercy on us. That is why we pray, “have mercy on us.” What a wonderful 
promise! What a joyful promise! That will make us laugh and rejoice.  

But if we laugh for the wrong reasons, if we make fun of people, if we joke 
about serious mistakes and pretend injustices do not matter, then we will soon 
see that these things really do matter to God. We will weep, because we will 
understand what these things mean, and we will be sad about these wrong 
things having been done.  

Response  

What should our response to these blessings and woes be? Jesus says, 
“rejoice!” because of this, to “rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because 
great is your reward.”  

 

	


