
Sermon 

Ascension 

 

 
 

At Easter this year, with the sixty or so kinder children who came 

to the church, and then with the thirty or so people who came to 

Good Friday for Kids, I told them, when they come to Saint 

Peter’s, to look up.  

 

Look up at the tawny owls, in the tree immediately behind the 

crucifixion window. Look up at the crucified Christ, here in the 

crucifixion window. When you come to Saint Peter’s, look up. 

 

Today is the Feast of the Ascension. In which we see a double 

meaning. The one who was lifted up on the cross, has now been 

lifted up into heaven. We read in our Gospel this morning. 

 



In the Gospel of John, which we read from last week, Jesus is ‘the 

Son of Man lifted up’.  

 

‘Now is the judgment of this world. Now the ruler of this world is 

driven down. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw 

all people to myself.’  

 

On the cross, Jesus defeated the power of evil that is in the world. 

On the cross, Jesus bound up the strong man of this world. And 

now he is dividing the plunder. Now, from his place of glory, lifted 

up to reign with God in heaven, he draws all people to himself. 

Evil has been ‘driven down’. The Son of God has been lifted up. 

 

A cosmic victory has been won. A cosmic liberation of the world 

has now been done. ‘It is finished!’ were the last words of Jesus 

from the cross, as he breathed his last breath. 

 

Jesus is the Son of Man lifted up. Cross and ascension are a 

‘single thought’. The one who descended into the depths of the 

human condition (John 3.14), has lifted up our human condition, to 

God. For ‘where I am, there [you will] be also. Whoever serves 

me, the Father will honour.’ (v. 26). The representative of 

humanity before God, the Son of Man has lifted up humanity 



before God, in the sublime mystery of the death and ascension of 

the Son of Man lifted up. 

 

‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 

from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness 

of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations.  

 

In the sublime mystery of the death and ascension of ‘the Son 

of Man lifted up’, the representative of humanity before God, the 

Son of Man has lifted up humanity before God, revealed the very 

nature of God, and cast down the ruler of the world. 

 

Jesus is the Son of Man lifted up. 

 

Glory be to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on 

earth! 


