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In recent years, my sons and I have been attending the Anzac Day dawn 

service at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne. At the crack of dawn, 

and the bugle call, we have sat down on the cool grass, and watched the 

dawning of a new day. Gradually, solemnly, the hymns rose around us, 

evoking the God ‘whose eyes keep watch on the nations’, as the psalmist 

this morning says, the God who tests us, who tries us ‘as silver is tried’, 

allowing us to go ‘through fire and through water’, but who ‘brings us out 

to a spacious place.  

Then, with our red poppies in our hands, we have made our pilgrimage 

through the Shrine itself, before making our way home. From the steps of 

the Shrine, looking out upon the city of Melbourne, I was reminded of the 

words from the Book of Acts this morning:  

“Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For 

as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you: The God who made the world and everything in it, 

he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 

human hands …’ 

Amid the splendor of the city, with its grand architecture, philosophy, and 

politics, amid a world ‘formed by the art and imagination of mortals’, Paul 

selects the simple inscription ‘to an unknown God’ to convey his message. 
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‘he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From 

one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, so that they would search for God and 

perhaps grope for him and find him.’ 

 

For Paul, the God of Israel is the God of the pagan nations. The God of the 

Gentiles. The God of the whole world. For Paul, the Gospel must be 

preached to the whole world, both Jew and Gentile:   

 

‘…he is not far from each one of us. For in him we live and move 

and have our being. While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent’. 

 

The world is in need of repentance – of turning – to God. To the God who 

was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. In his letter to the church in 

Corinth, Paul uses the language of reconciliation, to describe God’s action 

in Christ for the world. The word reconciliation is taken from the world of 

political diplomacy, to describe the action of one who sends his trusted 

representative into a situation of conflict, in order to bring peace. 

 

The sending of Christ into the world, to die on a cross, was such an act. 

The once for all act of God, who sent his one and only Son into the world, 

a world of political, religious, and cultural conflict, in order to bring peace. 
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To a world in need of peace with God. A world in need of peace with each 

another.  

 

And it is to this peace with God, this reconciliation with God, and on this 

basis, peace with one another, reconciliation with one another, that we turn 

to in our baptism. The baptism that is there ‘all of our lives’. ‘Baptism 

saves you’ we hear in the Epistle this morning. 

 

In baptism, we receive our reconciliation with God. Our peace with God. 

We turn to God. We repent. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. ‘Baptism saves you’. 

 

The world is waiting for a brand new day, the day fixed by God, the day 

when we will come face to face with our crucified and risen Lord. On that 

day, the one who has endured the cross, defeating sin and death, will 

examine us, with nothing but pure love. On that day, we will finally know 

what it is to be utterly known by God, intimately understood, and loved to 

the core of our being. All the darkness will be exposed to the light. The 

testing will end, the burdens will be removed from our backs. We will 

know God, as we are known by God. And know finally what it means to 

live, in a spacious place. 

 

In the meantime, the question that is asked by every human being, the 

question that is being asked by the world, has now been answered, in the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. The God of Israel, the Father of our Lord and 
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Savior Jesus Christ, he is Lord of all. The ground of all human being, the 

one in whom every human being lives and moves and has their being. 

 

The resurrection of Jesus has revealed the truth of God. And it has 

revealed the truth about the human race. A race destined for resurrection 

life. A race destined for eternal life with God. 

 

To this destiny, Paul is directing his audience. An audience now gathered 

beyond Jerusalem, in Greece. In an empire, not of the Jew, but of the 

Greek. The Greek, the representative, of the world: ‘so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him – though indeed he 

is not far from each one of us. For ‘in him we live and move and have our 

being.’ 

 

The resurrection of Jesus has revealed the truth of God. And it has 

revealed the truth about the human race. A race destined for eternal life 

with God. Of this he has given assurance to all people, when he raised 

Jesus from the dead. 

 

In a world in need of reconciliation with God – a world in which war, 

terrorism, and ‘the desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul’ exist 

– there is the Christian message of peace. The Christian message of 

reconciliation. The message of peace, of reconciliation, with God. And, on 

this basis, with one another. 
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Reconciled with God, and with one another, yours shall be the hope of the 

resurrection. Yours, the hope of eternal life with God. Yours, the hope, of 

glory. 

 

The Lord be with you 

 


