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Each month, Julia Charleston and I make our way to Elanora, Princeton 

View and Mayflower aged care in Brighton, with the bread of life, the 

preaching of the Word, and the gift of the holy sacrament.  

  

Among the 20 people at the Mayflower service each month, there are those 

who for so many years have been part of worship at Saint Peter’s. And 

there are those who have joined us more recently – Doctor Maree 

Methven, for example. As Julia and I left the service ten days ago, Maree 

told me how grateful she is for the message of the return of Christ. How 

important it is for the Christian church today. As she handed me a copy of 

a sermon preached by her own daughter, Suzanne, at Christ Cathedral in 

Kansas, in the United States, earlier this month. I am grateful to Maree, 

and to Suzanne, as her words have inspired my own this morning.  

 

 

In her sermon, Suzanne was honouring her beloved Bishop Ed. A former 

LA cop, he was a big man, a little intimidating to those who were meeting 

him for the first time. But to those who knew him, they had given him the 

nickname ‘the big teddy bear’. The man was a gentle giant. At the end of 

recent service to honour his ten years of episcopal service, all the members 

of the congregation received a coin. In honour of Bishop Ed, on each coin 

was printed the words coined by Bishop Ed. First on the streets of LA, 

now within the Christian church. ‘The world doesn’t have the final say.’ 
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Toward the end of his earthy life, in a series of sermons, Jesus offered 

some free counsel, some pastoral direction, to his disciples. This was a free 

act of love. In the world they would become afraid of ‘wars and rumours 

of wars’, of natural disasters, of nations rising up against nations, of 

uprisings within nations. To the disciples, whom Jesus loved, theirs was a 

word of consolation. 

 

In the end, the world will not have the final say. In the end, God will have 

the final say. For, as we read in the gospel this morning, 

 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 

gathered before him, and he will separate people, one from another.’ 

 

Of course we are no different in our life in the world. War, climate change, 

global terrorism, modern secular culture – none of these particular 

historical events are indications of the end of history. None of these will 

have the final say. We know this because, when it comes to God, and his 

final say, in the final course of world history, there are no events that will 

mark the final event. In the midst of the ongoing ordinary life of the world, 

like a thief in the night, Christ will return, to bring all things to an end. To 

a happy end, for the followers of Jesus: 

 

Says Jesus ‘About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as in the days of Noah were, 
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so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 

came and swept them all away.’  

 

Says Suzanne ‘the timing of the second coming is not known. We know 

that God will bring vindication and that Jesus will come. It will be like a 

thief coming suddenly in the night. For which Jesus counsels all of the 

disciples, to be ready. To put our lives in order now. So that, when the end 

comes, whether the end of the world, or, more likely, the end of our own 

lives, comes, we are ready. Ready to enter into the glorious presence of 

Jesus Christ, the one true king of the world.  

 

The wise young women whom we heard about two weeks ago made 

preparations before they went to sleep. With more oil with them they 

entered into rest in the knowledge that they were ready, no matter when 

the groom arrived. So that when the groom arrived, they entered the 

wedding banquet. The five foolish women were not ready. When the 

Master came in the middle of the night, there was no time for them to put 

their affairs in order. That time has passed. Put your affairs in order now. 

Do not procrastinate. Do not put it off.  

For you do not know the hour. Be ready. For 

 

‘Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be 



	 5	

left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming.’ 

 

Why the delay? Someone asked a week or so ago. So that the goods news 

of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to 

the nations.’ Jesus said. For mission. The mission to which we were called 

afresh last week, with the launch of our new vision and mission and 

strategic plan.  

 

Being ready means that we are to use the time, and the gifts, that the 

master has given to us, to serve Jesus Christ. Our Lord. Our Master. Our 

returning judge. The faithful servants use the talents they have been given 

to bring a return to their Master. Use the God given gifts they have, in 

service of the vision and mission of God. The unfaithful servants slack off 

from the work that God has given them to do. When the Master returns, 

they are cut off. Be ready. To serve the Lord, and his message of the good 

news of the kingdom of God. A message that Christianity is called to take, 

to the very ends of the earth. 

 

Says Suzanne Methven, Jesus message to the disciples at the end of his 

earthly life is ‘a pastoral response for fearful disciples. He warns them not 

to speculate about signs of the end time: there are none. Instead, he gives 

them hope. Christ WILL return, in God’s time. And god’s patience is long 

so that all can respond to God’s invitation to come and be part of the 

kingdom. He also teaches them how to live in the present as servants who 
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use their God’-given gifts and respond to opportunities to serve their Lord, 

as servants who welcome increased responsibility as a reward and are 

delighted to share in their Master’s happiness. And we are left to figure out 

how to do this.’ 

 

The kingdom has both come and is still to come. The final vindication has 

not yet occurred. As Christians we have the hope that ‘the world doesn’t 

have the final say. No, God has the final say! And thanks be to God.’ 
	


