
	

Sermon 

‘Let down your nets for a  catch’ 

Rev 21.1-6, John 21, AGM Sunday, 19 November 2017 
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A little over twelve months ago now, as a parish we began a shared 

process to develop a new vision and mission for the parish. With our 

shared completion of the National Church Life Survey, the findings of that 

survey, became the raw material for the new vision and mission. This raw 

material was then formed, through a six month consultation process led by 

Parish Council, that with further feedback invited from all of the regular 

parishioners, into the finished product. Now approved by the Parish 

Council in its final form, the new vision and mission will be launched at 

the Annual General Meeting that will follow this service. 

The new vision is the same as the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, to 

make ‘The Word of God, fully known.’ The new mission, is to allow 

ourselves to be sent into the world, to proclaim the good news, as Christ 

himself was sent into the world. While continuing to celebrate the liturgy 

of the Eucharist at the centre of our life together, the new thing that God is 

doing, is leading us into becoming an essentially missional community. In 

obedience to, and in the leading of Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd.  

In this fallen world, Jesus came to proclaim the good news of God. ‘The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; turn around, and 

believe in the good news.’  

Jesus does not call us to continue simply to live in the world. Jesus calls us 

to live in a new world. The new world that has now come, in him. This is 

clear from the book of Revelation.    

 ‘Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth;  
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for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.’ 

This is clear also from our baptism. In the liturgy of baptism, ‘God calls us 

out of darkness, into his marvelous light’. Called out of a dark world, that 

will one day away, we are called to live our life in the world, already now, 

within the dawn light of the kingdom of God. 

The kingdom of God that Jesus proclaimed. That John saw in Jesus Christ 

as having now: 

come down out of heaven from God. 

See, the home of God is among men. 

He will dwell with them; 

they will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them; 

he will wipe away every tear from their eyes… 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first world is passing away. 

So what does this mean for us as followers of Jesus?  

 

In our Gospel reading this morning, Peter says to the other followers of 

Jesus, ‘I am going fishing’. ‘We will go with you’ is their response. 

Though they fish the whole night, they catch nothing. They are trying to 
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fish, in the dark. They must first wait, for the light. The dawn light of Jesus 

Christ. The dawn light, of the new day. 

 

Just after daybreak, Jesus appears to them, standing on the beach. But they 

do not know that it is Jesus. Jesus says to them, ‘Cast the net to the right 

side of the boat, and you will find some.’ Fishing now in the light of Jesus 

Christ, in the light of the new day, that has now come in a dark world, they 

discover a catch. Only afterward, do they discern the presence of the risen 

Lord to them, as they fished. ‘It is the Lord!’ they proclaim, in excitement. 

In spontaneous joy, Peter leaps into the sea, and swims towards the shore, 

where Jesus is waiting for him, with the celebration of the Eucharist, there, 

waiting for them. Christ has defeated the power of darkness, the power of 

the world. The victorious Christ, he is calling them, now, after the victory, 

as he called them, when they first met him. ‘Follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of people’. And immediately they left everything, and followed 

him.  

 

Going ashore, there is a charcoal fire, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus says 

to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ Then he says 

to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Jesus then takes the bread, and gives 

it to them. The victorious Christ is now with them, once more, in the 

celebration of the Eucharist. No longer in his earthly body, but in his 

glorious body. ‘Do not be afraid. I have overcome the world.’ 

 

After the celebration, Jesus says to Peter, ‘Do you love me?’  
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Peter says, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’  

‘Feed my lambs.’  

A second time Jesus says to him, ‘Do you love me.’  

Peter says, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’  

‘Tend my sheep.’  

Jesus says to Peter a third time, ‘Do you love me?’  

Feeling hurt by this, thinking that Jesus does not trust him at his word, 

Peter says, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’  

‘Feed my sheep.’ 

 

What is going on? Is it that Jesus no longer trusts Peter? No. Jesus trusts 

Peter. The problem is, on the night of his Passion, Peter had denied the 

Lord, three times, before the cock crowed.  

 

Peter is here being rehabilitated by Jesus. So that Jesus can use him, to 

further his kingdom. Peter, it would seem, is a little slow to catch on. So be 

encouraged. It is the Lord! 

 

The Lord is with you. 
	


