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Our approach was from the north. I was in a safari vehicle with my then 

girlfriend, Lucy, who had come to visit me in Kenya, and to see some of 

the landscape and the animals. We arrived at the northern gate of the 

Amboseli national park by mid morning. After driving for miles across 

a dry plain, Nikos, our Ethiopian driver, stopped the vehicle near a 

cluster of trees and cut the engine. In the silence, a female elephant fed 

from one of the trees. Driving on, I decided to stay standing, enjoying 

the 360 degree views out the top of the vehicle and the feeling of air 

moving against my face. As we drove, it soon appeared that we were 

heading directly into a perfect storm. The storm hid the whole of the 

horizon. ‘Is that a storm?’ I asked Nikos. ‘That is Mount Kilimanjaro’ 

was his reply. 

While the sight of the scrub-covered foothills and lower slopes of the 

mountain became familiar to us, that is all we saw of it. At the end of 

our three days there, we packed our things back into the vehicle, and 

left the hotel. No sooner had the engine droned into action, however, 

than it stopped again. ‘Giraffe,’ Nikos said, in his gentle and knowing 

voice. We watched as a herd of fifteen to twenty giraffe danced across 

the plain between us and the mountain. When, standing there on the 

plain, the wind suddenly parted the cloud that had kept the upper part of 

the mountain hidden from us, and we saw it: the Snows of Mount 

Kilimanjaro. We fell silent. We had seen, God himself. 
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My kingdom is not of this world. For Martin Luther, the great Reformer, 

the more or less open question of the human race, ‘Who is God?’, and 

related to this, ‘what is man?,’ has as its answer, the crucifixion of Jesus. 

‘The cross alone is our theology’ he proclaimed.  

 

Of the self-revelation of God, in the crucifixion, according to the apostolic 

testimony itself ‘the message about the cross is foolishness to this world 

that is perishing, but to those who are being saved, it is the power of God 

himself. The God who the prophet Isaiah reveals, in simple restatement of 

the first commandment of God, shares his glory with no man: 

  

‘I am the Lord, 

that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other. 

 

In this world, in which the human race has taken for himself, has taken 

into himself, the glory that properly belongs to God alone, says Luther the 

Christian can only speak about God, as God has revealed himself, in this 

world. Can only speak about God, in terms of the cross.  

 

The world, of course, is unable to accept this. To accept that God would 

have come down from his heavenly throne, and make his home in 

suffering and death. The suffering and death in which he bore, there on a 

cross, all of the consequences of sin – the sin, suffering and death of the 

world – on the cross. For Luther, this is not something that the world can 
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see. Even though it is a wholly public event. The once for all act of God on 

behalf of human history, the salvation of God himself, it must be revealed. 

‘The kingdom of God is revealed!’ Luther proclaimed.  

 

For the kingdom of this world  

has become 

the kingdom of God and of his Christ 

and he will reign forever and ever. 

  

Says Luther the theology of the cross, is like a riddle – hidden in suffering. 

To those to whom God has chosen to reveal it, it is the wisdom and the 

power of God. Listen, I tell you a mystery! The revelation, and the 

salvation of God, is ‘hidden in suffering.’ Not only the suffering of Christ, 

but in our own suffering, too. 

 

‘Far from regarding suffering as a non-sensical intrusion into the world, 

which Luther said was the opinion of the theologian of glory, the 

theologian of this world, the ‘theologian of the cross’ regards such 

suffering to be his most precious treasure, for revealed and yet hidden in 

such suffering is none other than the living God, working out the salvation 

of those whom he loves. In so far as it takes everything away from us, it 

leaves us nothing but God: it cannot take God away from us, it brings us 

closer to him…Living, or rather dying and being damned make us a 

theologian, not understanding, reading or speculating.’ 
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‘Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 

those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 

wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.’ 

 

Listen! I tell you a mystery. The way into Easter Sunday, is Good Friday. 

The way into resurrection life, is the way, of the cross. 

 

The kingdom of God is not of this world. It is the false hope of this world, 

for a political Messiah, that led Jesus to the cross. 

 

Says one writer, ‘The Kingdom of God..will bring the final resolution of 

the task with which all political order is concerned, but on which all 

human forms of government are wrecked, the task of establishing peace 

and justice among humankind..It has become present in Jesus in a 

remarkably unpolitical manner..’1 

    

‘My kingdom is not of this world’. The Kingdom of God is a political 

kingdom. It is the kingdom, of God himself. It confronts the world at every 

turn, as its own future. As the future destiny, of each and every individual. 

As the future destiny, of the human race. 

 

                                                
1	Wolfhart	Pannenberg.	
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To the individual, to whom it has been revealed, that with the coming of 

the kingdom of God in Jesus Christ, there is already now access to the 

human destiny, a human destiny, that is unavailable in the political order 

of this world, there is freedom. True human freedom. 

The freedom, of God’s Spirit. 

 

Unlike this provisional world, the kingdom of God, is ultimate reality. 

With its coming into the world, already now in Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God, there is access already now, even in the midst of the present world, to 

true human freedom. The true human freedom of the worldwide Christian 

church. The promise of true human freedom, to the whole human race. 

 

‘Into that strange, unmapped new land 

Round the forbidden corner 

Through the locked and bolted door, we grope 

Prisoners released upon a larger world.’ 
 


