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‘At start of spring I open a trench 

in the ground. I put into it 

the winter's accumulation of paper, 

pages I do not want to read 

again, useless words, fragments, 

errors. And I put into it 

the contents of the outhouse: 

light of the sun, growth of the ground, 

finished with one of their journeys. 

To the sky, to the wind, then, 

and to the faithful trees, I confess 

my sins: that I have not been happy 

enough, considering my good luck; 

have listened to too much noise; 

have been inattentive to wonders; 

have lusted after praise. 

And then upon the gathered refuse 

of mind and body, I close the trench, 

folding shut again the dark, 

the deathless earth. Beneath that seal 

the old escapes into the new.’ 

 

⎭	

In his poem, ‘Purification’, Wendell Berry, an American poet, speaks of his 

experience of Christian conversion, in natural terms. Like winter becoming spring, 

the winter of our old life becomes the springtime of our new life in Christ. According 

to the Apostolic tradition, “Therefore, if any one is in Christ, there is a new creation; 

the old has passed away, behold, the new has come”. 

 



	 3	

⎭	

Dying to self, the new life in Jesus Christ consists of doing the righteous will of God, 

and teaching the world around us, what the righteous will of God is. This is at the 

heart of the mission that Jesus has given to his church: 

 

‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.’ 

 

The mission, the righteous will of God, that is the purpose of God’s election of a 

people for himself. An election that is aimed beyond the people, to the whole of the 

human race. Says Wolfhart Pannenberg: 

 

‘In the Old Testament, the love of God is expressed in his electing a people for 

himself. This is the source and criterion of all moral obligation. Because God 

wants his elect people to flourish, every member of that community is required 

to observe the minimal conditions of the community's flourishing. No human 

community is possible where people murder one another, steal one another's 

possessions, violate their marriages, dishonor their parents, or injure one 

another by slander.’ 

 

The Great Commission, to make known the righteous will of God to the nations, for 

the flourishing of the nations, is the end at which God’s act of election in the world is 

aimed. The hope of Israel, it is the hope of the world. The hope of the coming 

Messiah. The hope of a new covenant:  

 

‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
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I have put my spirit on him; 

he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will faithfully bring forth justice. 

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 

I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

a light to the nations, 

to open the eyes of the blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the Lord, that is my name; 

My glory I give to no other, 

Nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, 

And new things I now declare.’1 

 

To make the righteous will of God know to the human race so that it may flourish is 

the role of Christian mission. Thus is God making all things new in Jesus Christ, the 

Messiah of God. 

  

⎭	

For nearly two millennia of human society in the West, the Christian religion has 

made the righteous will of God known within Western society. History confirms the 

efficacy of Christian doctrine: Western society under the influence of Christianity has 

produced a flourishing of human life in society that is the envy of the world. The 

secular doctrine at this point is in need of correction. In fact it is the Christian 

religion, not secular humanity, that is the font of the success of human society in the 

																																																								
1	(Isa 42.1-9)	
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West. The success that is the envy of the nations of the world beyond the influence of 

Christianity, such as we see throughout the world today, in the form of mass 

migration, from human societies produced by the influence of the other world 

religions. In the presence of other, competing world religions, the West is itself a 

testimony, to the truth about Christianity. To the truth about God, revealed in Jesus 

Christ: 

 

‘I am the Lord, that is my name; 

My glory I give to no other.’ 

 

⎭	

	

Taking up his cross in Holy Week last year, the Australian editor-at-large Paul Kelly, 

warned of the ‘New morality [that] is elbowing out Christian values’. Says Kelly, 

 

‘As Christians celebrate Easter under persecution and threat in many countries, 

the Christian tradition faces erosion in Australia from an array of forces – the 

failure of its churches and clerics, the march of secularism, and the rise of an 

alternative progressive morality. The new morality…is a set of values. Its 

essence is the discarding of the worth of [Christian] tradition…The upshot is a 

society in confusion and dispute over the meaning of virtue. For much of its 

history, Australia, along with other Western nations, was a society that agreed 

on core values arising from the Christian tradition, and this was a unifying 

factor.. But as the Christian tradition weakens and the progressive morality 

rises, our society is divided at its heart…There will be no settlement or social 

harmony from the agendas of the new moralists – just a fragmented society, the 

demise of the long narrative that has bound our community together, a 

conflicted moral order and the fracturing of the church-state compact so vital to 

our success.’ 
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Kelly quotes Frank Furedi, a British sociologist: 

 

‘Conflicts over values have acquired an enormous significance. Recent debates 

on abortion, euthanasia, immigration, gay marriage, and family life indicate 

that there is an absence of agreement on some of the most fundamental 

questions facing society.’ 

 

Without a consensus on what our core values as a society are, as Kelly points out, 

there can be no justice. No peace. No flourishing of life in community, that is the will 

of God for the world that he made. This will be the legacy of the so-called ‘new 

morality’ on the contemporary Australian nation. So called because it is fact concrete 

old humanity. Original humanity. Universal humanity, in its desire to become God. In 

disobedience it has set aside the moral authority of God, and has instead chosen to eat 

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. And is now left with that spiritual 

death that is the consequence of human sin. Of disobedience against God. In the 

words of Kelly’s namesake, the Australian musician Paul Kelly,2  

 

‘I’m so afraid for my country. 

There’s an ill wind blowing no good. 

So many lies in the name of history.. 

In the land of the little kings 

Justice don’t mean a thing 

And everywhere the little kings 

Are getting away with murder.’ 

 

Said Jesus himself,  

																																																								
2 Albeit for different reasons. 
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‘Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.’  

 

⎭	

 

The world awaits the return of Jesus, and with him, a world of justice and peace. A 

world of justice and peace, grounded in the relation of the human race to God. The 

God who will one day ‘wipe every tear from every eye’.3  

 

⎭	

In our Gospel this morning, Jesus is pointing the rich man, and with him, the rich 

world of the West, to the simple fact that, beyond the ideological claim of secular 

humanity, there simply cannot be any justice and peace that is lasting, without a prior 

relation to God.  

 

‘Why do you call me good? Noone is good but God alone’. Relation to God is 

essential to any human fellowship of justice and peace. Relation to God is the 

precondition of justice and peace. The human fellowship, the justice and peace, that 

has been shattered by the long march of secularism in the west. The human 

fellowship, the second table of the ten commandments, that is possible only on the 

condition of the first. ‘You shall have no other God but me.’ 

⎭	

 

‘Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 

strength. Jesus said ‘This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, 

																																																								
3	Rev	21.	
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you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 

With these words, the Anglican Church in Australia each week proclaims that the 

will of God – Jesus proclamation of God’s lordship over our lives – is the guiding 

star of the Christian identity and self-determination. An identity, and a self-

determination, in humble obedience to the will of God. A new humanity, in radical 

refusal, of the original temptation, the cosmic temptation, to want to be like God.  

 

‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  

 

‘You shall have no other gods but me.’ 

 

⎭	

 

To follow Jesus Christ, to live our new human life in Christ, is costly. The cost is an 

earthly life in radical refusal, of the temptation to be God. An earthly life that is lived 

in obedience to the righteous will of God.  

 

‘Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 

 

‘You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; 

Honor your father and mother.’” 

 

‘I have kept them from my youth.’ 

 

“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 
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⎭	

‘I have not come to abolish the law, but to fulfil it’ Jesus announced. If we are to 

inherit eternal life, we must have no other god but God. We must subordinate every 

other earthly concern, to the proclamation of the kingdom, the sovereignty, the 

righteous will of God. As Jesus did in his earthly life. An earthly life surrendered to 

doing the righteous will of God. An earthly life that came to inherit eternal life. And 

insodoing revealed the way, to eternal life, to the future destiny of the human race, in 

the future kingdom of God. 

 

As in our political obedience, so in our financial obedience, our wealth, too, stands 

under the claim of God. The righteous will of God, to have no god but God alone. 

Like our use of power, our use of wealth is a problem, when it becomes an end in 

itself. And not, as it must be, a means to an end. To the end of God, and his righteous 

will in the world.  

⎭	

 

Giving ourselves to the task of mission, of making known the justice of God to the 

world, in fulfilment of God’s purpose in election, to the flourishing of the nations, is 

the way into eternal life. And all who give up their life in this world, and take up their 

cross, and follow Jesus, will save it. And enter that fullness of life, that is the promise 

of God himself: 

 

‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters of 

mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good 

news, who will not receive a hundredfold in this age - houses, brothers and 

sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions – and in the age to 

come eternal life. And many who are first will be last, and the last will be 

first.’ 
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⎭ 


