
Sunday 25th October  
Mark 10.46-52 
“Let there be light”  
 
 
In the name of God 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 
The short passage from St Mark’s Gospel reports the healing of 
blind beggar 
Named Bartimaeus 
This occurs in Mark’s Gospel as Jesus and his followers entered 
the city of Jericho 
The story of Bartimaeus is also present in John where it occupies 
the whole of ch. 9 
At one level this is a straight forward story  
This man is apparently well known to the locals 
Having no means of earning an income or sustaining himself 
Like so many of those in his situation in the ancient world 
He is forced to sit at the roadside and beg  
This he is doing as Jesus arrives 
And we hear what happens when Jesus calls for him and asks what 
must be on of the most obvious questions in the New Testament 
“What do you want me to do for you?” 
“I’d like to see” says Bartimaeus, as expected   
 
It all sounds straight forward and simple at first hearing 
And at one level it is  
It’s a miracle story like so many other miracle stories about Jesus 
sprinkled throughout the four Gospels   
But if we dig a little deeper 
And take careful note of the language and literary features present  
We will find in fact that  
What appears at first reading and first hearing to be a straight 
forward story   



actually operates on two levels 
it has both a literal function 
and a figurative or a symbolic one 
as so often happens in the Gospels   
the key to understanding how these two levels operate and function 
is – 
as is so often the case 
to examine the passage in its context   
 
This short exchange comes at the end of an intensive block of 
narrative in Mark’s Gospel which is concerned 
Predominately   
With discipleship 
A previous block of material concerned with the way of 
discipleship and with following Jesus ended with the report of the 
healing of a blind man also 
For this we go back a chapter or two in the Gospel to an earlier 
incident involving another blind man   
In that passage, from Mark ch. 8 
The man healed was only gradually healed 
At first he says he could see, but the figures were like trees, not 
people 
Only after another attempt does he see clearly  
Bartimaeus, apparently, receives his sight instantaneously 
Coming at the end of two long blocks of narrative about the way of 
discipleship 
These two healing stories can be read as symbolizing the process 
by which a disciple of Jesus  
Moves from not seeing 
To seeing 
In this sense 
The blind beggar Bartimaeus is a metaphor for the way of 
discipleship  
And for the process by which those whom Jesus encounters and 
those who follow him  



Move gradually from not seeing – in a spiritual sense  
And from not understanding who he is and what he is calling them 
to do  
To a place where they do see and they do understand  
 
There are some further markers present in the narrative that give us 
some clues to the way this text is functioning on a symbolic level  
These are especially present in the particular language used   
In the story Bartimaeus is sitting by the road side 
Throughout Mark’s Gospel the road – in the Greek hodos – is not 
just a literal road along which one walks 
But the hodos or road or way or path – is a narrative marker for the 
way of discipleship and of following Jesus  
The very first description used of the early Christians in the Acts is 
that they are followers of the way – the hodos  
This term marks Bartimaeus as a sort of every-man on the road of 
life  
He is one who encounters Jesus on the road of life 
And it is very significant that 
After his life changing encounter 
And after gaining his sight   
He is said to then follow Jesus along the way  
The way being here a translation of this same word – hodos   
the Bartimaeus story is here 
At the end of a series of stories and teachings about discipleship  
As a demonstration of the appropriate response to Jesus 
Bartimaeus – having encountered Jesus on the road of life  
Responds by following him on the same road of life 
In doing so – in his case quite literally  
He is one who once was blind 
But now sees  
Or, as St John might have said in his Gospel 
Having once been in darkness 
He is now living in the light  
Or again  



Being once spiritually dead 
he is now spiritually alive and born anew 
so we can read the story on two levels 
as Bartimaeus moving from physical blindness to sight 
and from spiritual blindness to sight   
 
to indicate this transition  
from unfaith to faith 
form not seeing to seeing  
Bartimaeus is told by Jesus “you faith has made you well 
The word here is sozo  
A word that means both to heal and to save  
Your faith has made you whole  
all of these are metaphors, symbols, and figurative language 
describing the same thing 
the process from unbelief to belief 
from not believing to believing 
and to wholeness and abundance of life  
once you recognize the way this symbol of seeing and not seeing 
works 
examples of it become abundant 
the Pharisees are described as blind guides because they fail to see 
the way of salvation – not because they are literally blind 
Paul on the road to Damascus, after his conversion experience, 
which of course involves seeing a great light, must have his sight, 
temporarily lost, restored 
The Easter Orthodox churches have long since made this a large 
and important focus of their liturgy  
Bartimaeus has a whole Sunday set aside for him in the Orthodox 
calendar  
The focus of which is on the path of discipleship  
And the process of moving from unbelief to belief  
 
Although this reading was appointed by the lectionary and the 
cycle of readings we follow  



It’s especially relevant to confirmation 
Which of course is all about discipleship 
And all about a person – today Daniel  
Making the decision to follow Jesus  
And to live his life according to Christian principles  
Choosing the way of light over the way of darkness   
And so we delight in this further very tangible symbol of 
discipleship that we are about to witness in the confirmation of this 
young man today  
 
Finally –  
I can’t not think of this passage without hearing in my mind the 
famous line form the famous hymn  
“I once was blind but now I see  
The hymn is Amazing Grace of course  
It’s a perennial favourite  
The words were written by John Newton  
And they summarize the manner in which the motif of seeing and 
not seeing functions throughout the Scriptures to describe the 
process  by which one comes to faith 
Newton is a revered figure in Christian history  
The son of a slave ship captain  
He was taken to sea at a very young age and was at one point 
coerced to join the merchant navy  
Before going to become captain of a slave ship himself – sailing 
between Britain and the west coast of Africa  
Newton experienced a conversion to Christ during a storm at sea 
whilst returning from Africa to England, somewhere off the coast 
of Ireland 
Many are familiar with this part of the story but not with the fact 
that  
Even after this conversion 
Newton continued to take part in the slave trade  
He only in fact retired after a mild stroke prevented him going to 
sea 



Even after that he continued to invest funds in companies engaged 
in the slave trade 
Newton himself said, much later in his life 
That his real conversion had not taken place until he came to the 
realization that the slave trade was entirely incompatible with 
Christian faith  
He published a pamphlet late in his life that was sent to every MP 
in Britain strongly condemning the trade in human beings 
And he certainly played his part in helping to have slavery 
abolished in the United Kingdom  
Looking back – from our own vantage point centuries later 
It is easy to eulogize Newton as one of the great converts to 
Christianity  
and to compress all of the events of his life into a small time frame 
I’ve heard several preachers and teachers refer to it this way  
One day he is out of the ship gathering slaves for the plantations of 
the Caribbean, the next he is famously converted during a storm at 
sea, and as soon as he gets back to shore he sits down to write 
Amazing Grace  
In fact these events are separated by the passage of many years 
And the conversion itself – by Newton’s own reckoning – stretches 
over many years 
It took him a very long time to see the light as it were 
To recognize the inherent evil in the slave trade 
And that was, no doubt, partly because it was very profitable to 
him, and many others, to be engaged in that slave trade  
But – nonetheless – he did see – eventually  
And he did very genuinely write those immortal word 
I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind but now I see  
 
What this reminds us is that the process of discipleship 
Of following Christ 
And of taking up our journey of faith along the road of life 
Is rarely ever clear cut 



There are miraculous and instantaneous conversions  
There are those who like Bartimaeus and those for whom he is a 
symbolic character in the Gospels 
Jesus comes walking down the road of faith – and something 
immediate and dramatic happens 
But even in an instantaneous conversion – there is still the 
following 
Bartimaeus began to follow Jesus along the way or the road – and 
we don’t know what happened next – but we do anticipate, I 
expect rightly, that for him that following would continue down 
that road of faith for the duration of his life  
As we trust and pray will daniel whom we confirm today  
 
The Lord be with you  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
  
 
 
  


