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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 

a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be 

light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the first day. 

 

As we begin 2018, let us together make a new year’s resolution. Let us resolve 

together to ‘seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness'. Let us resolve 

to subordinate every other concern in this world, to the singular concern, for the 

kingdom of God, and its claim upon our lives. To put first things first. To put 

God first. To love the Lord our God with all our heart, and with all our soul, 

with all our mind, and with all our strength. To give our very human being over 

to the fulfilment of the first commandment. That great and first commandment, 

that precedes, that predates, that is the precondition, to the love of our neighbor.  

 

To make this act of surrender, of trust, of hope, to the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness – the righteousness of the One who is the Creator of the universe 

– the righteousness of the One who is ‘our Father in heaven’ – trusting in him 

to meet our every need. As humble human creatures, before an awesome God. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 

The God of glory thunders, 

The Lord upon the waters. 
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The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation. 

 

Of the mighty acts of God in history, the term ‘epiphany’ is employed. For 

in each mighty act, God reveals himself. Shows himself, to a world, that 

otherwise cannot know who God is. 

 

Today is the feast of the baptism of our Lord. The third great ‘epiphany’ or 

showing of God in Jesus Christ. The first ‘epiphany’ was at the birth of Jesus 

in the stable at Bethlehem. Where he was visited by the shepherds, by the 

humble, who came to worship God. The second ‘epiphany’ was when the 

‘wise men’ who came from ‘the East’. Recognising in this one child Jesus, 

very God, they, too, came, to kneel down, and worship the newly born Jesus. 

They represent all the peoples and nations of the world who are now being 

invited to become, a child of God. 

 

Today we celebrate how this happens, through the third great ‘epiphany’ of 

the Lord in Jesus Christ. We are brought to the banks of the River Jordan, 

where John the Baptist, a herald of Jesus, is living in the desert. The desert 

that is a symbol of the place where God can be found. That for Jesus was 

also a place of trial and temptation. That for the early church Fathers was 

the symbol of both of these things. 

 

Together with the enigmatic figure that is cut by John the Baptist, we are 

given a word picture of the kingdom of God that is now at hand in the world.  
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John came proclaiming “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins”. And here we see an inner meaning of our baptism into the Christian 

faith. Our baptism need be accompanied by a profound inner change. The 

Greek word for ‘repentance’ - metanoia – means nothing less than a radical 

change. A complete turning around, of human life. Metanoia is much more 

than being sorry, and receiving forgiveness. Though it is that, to be sure. It 

is about dying to ourselves. In order to live the new life, before God. 

 

The radical call to a fresh beginning, to a new life in Christ Jesus, is clear 

from our scripture readings this morning. 

 

In the Old Testament, the old life, God creates all things by His Spirit. In 

the New Testament, the new life, God is recreating all things, by his Spirit. 

By the Spirit poured out into our hearts in our baptism. By the Spirit, by 

the baptism, that is there, all of our lives.  

 

In the Old Testament, God began a new thing through the waters of the 

Red Sea. In the New, God has begun a new thing, a new creation, through 

the waters of baptism. 

In our Gospel reading, we hear that in the baptism of Jesus, the model of 

all Christian baptism, ‘just as he was coming up out of the water, we saw 

the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a 

voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 

well pleased.’ 
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The call to the baptismal life is the call to a new life. The call to leave 

behind the life of Adam, the call to live the life of the new Adam. The life 

of our baptism. The life given - to the worship, and to the service - of God 

alone.  

 

‘Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven: 

ascribe to the Lord glory and might. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name: 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness. 

…The Lord sits enthroned above the water flood: 

The Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 

The Lord will give strength to his people: 

The Lord will give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
	


