
Sermon 

Saint Peter’s 

Easter 3 

Do you love me more than these? 

 

Have you ever noticed the way in which, of all the senses, it is the 

sense of smell that most powerfully takes us back to an earlier 

experience? 

 

Like Peter was taken back, by the resurrected Lord, over the smell 

of a charcoal fire. 

 

To the night before Jesus died. In the courtyard of the high priest. 

Where Peter denied Jesus, three times. Before the cock crowed, three 

times.  

 

Now raised from the dead, Jesus is giving Peter a second chance. To 

make right, what he had made wrong. To put his love of Jesus, first in 

his life. To put his love of Jesus, above everything else. 

 

‘Simon son of Jonah, do you love me, more than these?’ 

 

Peter’s love of Jesus, his love of God, must come first in Peter’s life. 

The most important priority. More important, than Peter’s boats and 



nets. More important, than Peter’s way of life. More important, even 

than even his nearest and dearest. 

 

As Jesus once said, ‘Whoever loves father or mother more than me is 

not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 

not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow 

me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it.’ 

 

All of this, in fulfilment of the first commandment. ‘I am the Lord 

your God who brought you up out of slavery in Egypt; you shall have 

no other gods but me.’ 

 

With his question, ‘Do you love me, more than these?’ Jesus may 

well be reminding Peter, of his famous sermon on the mount. 

 

‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. No one can serve two masters; for a 

slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth’  

 



‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 

life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the 

birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 

yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 

they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span 

of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of 

the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God 

so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 

faith? For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 

your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive 

first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well.’ 

 

This morning Jesus is asking us: Do you love me, more than these? 

 

The Lord be with you. 


