
Sermon 

Saint Peter’s 

Easter 4 

Do you love me more than these? 

John 21.9-19 

 

The sermon this morning follows a sermon preached by Dr Paul 

Barnett at the commission service of our regional bishop, Bishop Paul 

Barker. Having been myself blessed by Dr Barnett’s message, I would 

like to pass that blessing on to you this morning. 

 

 

Have you ever noticed the way in which, of all the senses, it is the 

sense of smell that most powerfully takes us back to an earlier 

experience? 

 

Like Peter was taken back, by the resurrected Lord, over the smell 

of a charcoal fire. 

 

To the night before Jesus died. In the courtyard of the high priest. 

Where Peter denied Jesus, three times. Where Peter had allowed the 

pressures, expectations and standards of this world, to overwhelm, to 

replace, his first love. 

 

‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me, more than these?’ 



 

 

On the beach, just after daybreak, Peter is a broken man. Peter is a 

penitent man. Peter is a humble man. A man humbled by the risen 

lord. A man who has come to understand, in a deeply personal way, 

what Christ has done for him. 

 

Peter went on to do extraordinary things. The apostle to the Jews. The 

preacher to the Gentiles. The first bishop in the church. And yet none 

of these things are as important as what is going on in our gospel this 

morning. As we see Peter become a broken man, a penitent man, a 

humbled man. And by his brokenness, his penitence, his humility, we 

see Peter become the model, the exemplar, the way, of Christian 

leadership, at all times, and in all places. 

 

Peter became the model for Christian leadership, not because he was 

the leader of the first disciples, not because he was one of the first 

eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Jesus, not because of his 

achievements, which were many. Peter became the model for 

Christian leadership because here, just after daybreak, by a charcoal 

fire, standing on a beach in the presence of the risen Lord, Peter 

became a broken man. A penitent man. A humble man. A man who 

through bitter experience, had come to see, to understand, what Christ 

had done for him. What the cross meant for him. So that, not by his 

achievements, which were many, but by his attitude, of humility, of 



true humility, did Peter become Cephas, the Rock. The model for me 

in my exercise of Christian ministry at St Peter’s. And I hope the 

model for you as you exercise your own particular vocation, to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, in life, deed, word and sign, 

in and through the ministry of the parish. 

 

The governing principle that applies to the Christian ministry in 

general, at all times, and in all places, is that it is Christ, and not 

ourselves, that is the centre of ministry. If it is to be called Christian. 

If it is to be, the ministry, not of ourselves, but of Christ. Peter was 

weak, but Jesus was strong. And Peter’s weakness highlighted Jesus’ 

strength. Peter was foolish, but Jesus was dignified. And Peter’s 

foolishness highlighted the dignity of Jesus. Peter was unfaithful, but 

Jesus was faithful. And Peter’s unfaithfulness, highlighted the 

faithfulness of Jesus. 

 

At the beginning of John’s gospel, Jesus addresses Peter as Cephas, 

the ordinary word for rock. But throughout the Gospel of John, Peter 

is anything but Rock. In order to highlight the most important lesson 

that each one of us must come to learn, painfully, at some stage of our 

life, if we are to become part of the ministry of Jesus Christ. That it is 

Jesus Christ, and not ourselves, at work. That it is Jesus Christ, and 

not ourselves, who is the rock, the strength, and the hope, of the 

worldwide Christian church. 


