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Amid the poignancy of Holy Week, much of the world was grieving with 

the French people, as fire ravaged Notre Dame Cathedral on Monday 

evening, the Australian newspaper reported this week. 

 

From 1345 on, when it was finished after 180 years of building, Notre 

Dame has witnessed the ravages of the French Revolution, and two world 

wars.  

 

French President Emmanuel Macron said Notre Dame was “our history, 

our literature, part of our psyche, the place of all our events and epidemics, 

our wars, our liberation, the epicentre of our lives”.  

 

‘For the people of Paris it represents the best of our civilisation and where 

we’ve come from across the centuries’. 

 

 

Jesus Christ, to whom Notre Dame does point us, and whose resurrection 

is the basis of worldwide Christianity, is the best of our civilization and 

where we’ve come from across the centuries. In his resurrection, the end of 

this world, of revolution, and war, has come. In his resurrection from the 

dead, the future destiny of the human race, is now here. 

 

Jesus Christ is our history, our literature, part of our psyche, the place of 

all our events, our liberation, the epicentre of our lives, because in him, the 

future reign of God, is now. The future resurrection of the world, is here. 
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Jesus’ glorified, resurrected, immortal body, is the beginning, the 

inauguration, the advance guard, of a future for the human race. Of a body 

of humanity, glorified, resurrected, immortal. Beyond the present 

contingent, temporal, fallen humanity, that will, one day, pass away. 

 

‘Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed… 

Jesus said to her, rhetorically, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 

are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, 

if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 

take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ 

 

And in that moment, beside the empty tomb, all of our history, our 

literature, part of our psyche, our liberation, the epicentre of our lives, 

appeared to Mary. And who has told us, ‘I have seen the Lord.’ To 

comfort us, in our despair. To strengthen us, in our doubt. To lift us, out of 

grief, into hope. To remind us, who we truly are. 

 

Jesus’ resurrection body, is an image of hope. The image of hope, that God 

himself has decreed, to lift the eyes, of a drooping world. To the hope that 

God has now been set before us, and before the world, in Jesus Christ. The 

hope to which the worldwide Christian church does point. Not only to the 

people of Paris, but to the people of the world. An image of the resurrected 

Jesus that represents to them, the best of this world, the best of world 

history. Because in it, in the resurrection of Jesus, the future of this world, 
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of world history, has been revealed. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! And the reason that Mary, 

along with all of the disciples did not recognize him, their closest friend, 

was because his resurrected body was completely different to the human 

body with which they had been familiar. In the resurrected body of Jesus 

Christ, the primitive church, was privileged to witness, what no eye had 

ever seen before. The dawning of a new day. The dawning of a new era. 

The dawning of the kingdom of God himself, in this world of evil, sin and 

death. In fulfilment of the hope of ancient Israel. In fulfilment, of the hope, 

of the whole world. 

 

‘Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; 

    the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; 

    for I am about to create [all things] as a joy, and its people as a delight. 

I will rejoice in [all things], and delight in my people; 

    no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of 

distress... 

They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.’ 

 

Appearing to the first disciples on the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus was 

amazed: ‘Oh, how foolish you are! And how slow of heart to believe! Did 

you not know that the Son of God had to suffer, and then enter his glory?  
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On Good Friday, God won the decisive victory, but did not yet destroy, the 

power of evil in the world. On Good Friday, God won the decisive victory, 

but did not yet end, the rebellion of the human race. On Good Friday, God 

acted decisively, to reconcile a lost world, to himself. By his action in 

Jesus Christ, the Messiah. The eternal Son of God himself, incarnate in 

human form. 

 

But perhaps much more, on Easter Day, God has revealed his future for 

the human race. On Easter Day, God has opened up a future for the human 

race. begun again. On Easter Day, God has dawned the new day, the new 

heaven and earth. In the resurrection of Jesus, the Son of God. 

 

‘If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 

be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who have died.’ 

 

This world crucified the Son of God. But God raised him from the dead. 

The dawn, the destiny, the hope, of world history. He is the dawning, of 

the love of God, for the world. 


