
	

Sermon 

‘When the Son of Man comes – 

will he find faith on the earth?’ 
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Tell me something - 

Are you happy in this modern world? 

Or do you need more? 

Is there something else you’re searching for? 

 

Praying the daily office in the first week of Lent, as many of you may have 

been doing, the lectionary led us to Jesus’ parable, about the two men. The 

first man, coming to the temple to pray, said ‘Oh God, I thank you that I 

am not like the other sinners’. The second man, coming to the temple to 

pray, unable to lift his face to heaven, and beating his breast, prayed, ‘God 

be merciful to me, a sinner!’ Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, this man 

went down to his home justified, not the other; for all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 

exalted.” 

 

The modern world, of which we ourselves are a part, prides itself on its 

own natural human freedom. A natural human freedom, based on natural 

law, it is natural human pride. By exalting itself, it has alienated itself. 

From God, from the other, from the earth, from itself. ‘Very truly, I tell 

you the truth, all who exalt themselves will be humbled,’ Jesus warned. 

There is a way out of human pride. A way through the modern conundrum. 

That is the way of Jesus. The way of humbling ourselves, before God. The 

way of prayer, penitence, and repentance, ‘God be merciful to me, a 

sinner.’ And there to see our sin, as Luther saw, nailed to the cross. 
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The parable of the two men follows immediately after another parable – 

that of the unjust judge. By his crucifixion, Christ has turned the tables on 

the modern world. That has can to imagine that it is God, and not man, 

who is on trial for the wrongs of the modern world. We are the ones who 

are on trial. For our sinful pride in this world. The temptation of every 

human creature, to want to be God, the Creator.  

 

The modern world demands justice. But is itself unjust. In its self-seeking, 

it can never achieve it. The justice that is freely available to it, on the 

cross. And there, by the merit of Christ, not by self-merit. By the 

‘marvellous exchange’ of God, in Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God.  

 

The modern world is in need of reconciliation to God. Of the justice of 

God. The freedom of the children of God. The freedom of seeing, more 

deeply than the modern world, the deeper human need, for freedom. For 

liberation, from universal human temptation: 

 

‘For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. 

 

As we heard on the first Sunday in Lent, with Jesus’ own experience in the 

wilderness, if we are to enter into the justice of God, then we will enter a 

time in the wilderness – where we learn the most difficult discipline – like 
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Jesus, of radical refusal of the powers of the present darkness, the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places – that we, like Jesus, will learn to 

worship God, and serve him alone. 

 

Amidst, and against, the modern secular doctrine of the human person –the 

false teachers – ‘the foxes’ – who seek to kill the religion of Christ - the 

Christian doctrine of the human person remains. Made in the image of 

God, we are, all of us, sinners. For whom the Word of God – the 

reconciliation of the world to God in the death of Christ - remains. The old 

rugged cross will survive the rising tide of modern secular doctrine. 

Beyond every merely human cultural understanding, it is the Word, of 

God. By which we, an unjust humanity, may be made just. And not by our 

own merit – but by the merit of Christ alone. Because the future judgment 

of God, has already now come, in him. Brought forward. By which, the 

modern cry for justice, is met. In Jesus Christ, and him crucified. By 

whom the just already now live - by faith. ‘Very truly, I tell you the truth, 

this person went down to his home justified, and not the other. For all who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves, will be 

exalted.’ 

 

In his conclusion to his parable of the unjust judge, Jesus addresses the 

human race, not least modern secular humanity, and with that, secularised 

Christianity. To all who cry out to him, for justice, Jesus will grant it. ‘But 

when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 
	


