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When my father rang me yesterday to tell me to turn on the television and 

to watch a show about the Passion – the trial and crucifixion of Jesus – I 

decided to watch later in the evening, after work was finished, and the 

children were in bed. I was impressed to discover that the presenter, the 

lord of the manor from Downton Abbey, had studied theology as a young 

man. I was impressed to discover an engagement with the open question 

that was central to the trial of Jesus: was he guilty of blasphemy, was he 

guilty of treason, or was he an innocent man? Less impressive was the 

failure to see the open question, as one that involved God. To see the 

Passion – the trial and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth – as an act of God.  

 

By raising Jesus from the dead, it was God, and God alone, who 

vindicated Jesus. Jesus is the Son of God. He is who he had claimed to be. 

He is the Son of God. Leaving the emperor, without any clothes. The 

Jewish leaders, too. The ancient world of humanity itself, its sins were laid 

bare, for all to see. They had tried and crucified, the one innocent man.  

 

Leaving the world in his wake, Jesus left the world, having completed his 
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mission. His mission to die, for the sin of the world. His mission to atone, 

for the world of sin. His mission to reveal, the love of the most high God. 

In a world of sin. The sin of the human, though a creature, wanting to be 

God. Wanting for itself, the glory of God. The glory that God has refused 

to share, with this world that he has made. Which the Creator God simply 

cannot share, with this whole world of human creatures, without 

relinquishing his divinity. 

 

The sin of the world of human being, whether ancient and modern, is that 

of laying claim, to the glory of God. Is that of claiming for itself, the glory 

that is due to God alone, as the Creator and sustainer of the world. The sin 

of putting the human creature front and centre. The place that properly 

belongs to God alone. 

 

Into precisely such a world, Jesus came preaching his message of the good 

news of the kingdom of God. That in him, the Kingdom of God himself, 

had come. That in him, God himself was at work. It was Jesus’ claim to an 

unheard of authority, which led to his Passion. It was a tension, Jesus 

could not avoid. This conflict between Jesus, between his message, and the 

world, led Jesus to his fate.  

 

In a world that had made a God of itself, had set itself up in competition to 

the true God, the coming of God himself, could lead only to one thing. To 

a final, bitter end.  
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The Son was silenced, crushed, crucified. Became the object, of the 

painful relief, as the whole weight of the world of sin, the whole world of 

violence, came down upon his shoulders. The lies, the deceptions, the fear, 

the desire, the violence, the blood lust. All of it, all of it, came out. Found 

expression. Became manifest. That it might be dealt with. That it might be 

overpowered. That it might be triumphed over, by all of the might, and the 

power, and the glory, the Most High God himself. 

 

In the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 

the world itself, the prince of this world, the whole, fallen human race, was 

dealt the decisive blow. The whole hateful, spiteful, embittered, violent 

world, was blitzed, overcome, overpowered, and overwhelmed, by the 

kingdom of God. By the kingdom, of God himself. The blitz, of this 

temporal world, by the eternal life, the eternal kingdom of God himself. 

Into this valley of the shadow of death. Into this vale of tears. Into this 

slaughterhouse of history. 

 

In Jesus Christ, God has punched a hole through the wall of this world. In 

Jesus Christ, God has sounded the alarm on this world of human sin. In 

Jesus Christ, God has bared his holy arm, in the sight of every nation. 

God’s own hand has won him the victory. The victory of the kingdom of 

God, over the kingdoms of this world. 

 

The time is fulfilled. And the kingdom of God has drawn near. Repent and 

believe in the good news. 
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Jesus preaching ministry, Jesus message, is now the preaching ministry, 

the message, the mission, of the worldwide Christian church. The 

worldwide fellowship of all people who, having heard the message the 

good news of the kingdom of God, of Jesus, the message about Jesus, 

discover themselves, to their complete surprise, living within it. Within the 

eternal life, of the Most High God himself. 

 

This world is not the kingdom of God. Each person must one day give 

account of their life in this world. Of whether they did accept, or reject, 

Jesus, and his message of the good news of the kingdom of God. Of 

whether they went along with, or repented of, our sin in this world. The sin 

that, under the influence of temptation, has imagined itself to be God. Has 

imagined, that there is no God. 

 

In Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, the kingdom of God has drawn 

near. It has not yet come for the world. 

 

But in the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus, the kingdom of 

God has drawn near. Has drawn near, as the promise of God. The promise, 

of a final day of reckoning. A final act, a final day, of God. A final day of 

rejoicing, a final day of triumph, when Christ returns, to make all things 

new. 

 
	


