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‘Human beings are tribal creatures and civilisation was supposed to lead us 

from the tribe to society. Are we regressing?’ In his article, ‘The three 

great lies corroding western culture’, Paul Kelly, journalist at the 

Australian newspaper, identifies three lies that he says are undermining 

Australian culture and society. What are they? 

The first, says Kelly, is the lie that turns the ordinary injustices of 

everyday life into a moral contest. Everyday differences are recast and 

escalated into a great moral battle between good and evil. Everyone is 

typecast, on the one hand as the virtuous oppressed victim, or on the other 

as the evil oppressive tyrant of the status quo. A false war, based on a 

distorted morality.  

Deceived and divided, Australian society is rendered dysfunctional. 

Unable to deal with reality, with actual problems. The motivation is 

power. The desire to dismantle society. The spirituality at work is a dark 

one. ‘The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy,’ Jesus said. ‘I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’ 

The abundance of life experienced by the Christian West, under the 

influence of the Jewish and Christian traditions, is an abundance built 

upon the foundation of our common humanity. The foundations of our 

society are being undermined, our common humanity is being corroded, 

by tribal division based on gender, race, and creed. ‘This mentality 

originated in Marxist ideology’ says Kelly. ‘The more you divide people, 

based on gender and race and religion, the more divided, the less trusting, 

they become.’ 
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A false war, based on a distorted morality, leading to spiritual death, this is 

the distinctly modern form of the fall: 

‘And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of 

every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

The second great lie corroding western culture, according to Kelly, is of 

the fragile society. The fragile emotional life of the individual is all of a 

sudden more important than the universal human rights to freedom of 

speech and religion. No, says Kelly. Fragility begets more fragility. 

Leaders have made the wrong call, and by coddling of the mind, are 

“setting up a generation for failure”. “Education should not be intended to 

make people comfortable; it is meant to make them think.” Says Hanna 

Holborn Gray, president of the University of Chicago from 1978 to 1993. 

More basic than fragility, the second lie is simply to cover up the first. A 

lie to protect oneself from being found out. 

‘They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the 

time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.’ 

The third lie, says Kelly is the trumping of human reason by public display 

of emotion. You must “trust your feelings”. You must set aside reason. 

You must prove that you care. Without this, you are deemed to be 

uncaring. This single-lens emotion, this banishment of reason, is the cause 

of much anxiety and depression for the individual, and hysteria and 
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irrationality within broader society. The spirit of irrationality undermining 

our society today. Where emotion becomes a weapon, aimed at the 

undermining of reason. The human reason that is the natural ally of the 

Christian West. The human reason that is basic to our being human. To our 

being equal before God, beyond the lie.    

‘There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is 

no longer male and female; for all of you are one Christ Jesus. And if you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 

promise’. The promise of God, to bring his blessing to the whole world, 

through the Judeo Christian tradition.  

 


