
	

Sermon 

Our Vision and mission 

To make the Word of God fully known 

Year C, Pentecost Sunday, Colossians 1.24-29 

Our vision and mission is ‘to make the Word of God fully known’. What do we mean? What 

does our vision and mission mean in the world today? 

By raising Jesus from the dead, God himself confirmed him to be, uniquely, the Son of 

God. The man Jesus is one with God, the Son of God. He is the Word of God incarnate. 

The Word of God, in eternity he exists to glorify God. The Word of God, in this world of 

time and space, in his death God himself has acted to reconcile the world to himself. The 

Word of God, he is the creative origin, and returning judge, of the world.  

By raising Jesus from the dead by His Spirit, God himself has confirmed the Spirit to be 

the bond of love, in eternity, between Father and Son. The same Spirit who is the breath of 

God, sustaining the material universe in life.  

The person and history of Jesus, the God-man, is the Word of God. The self-revelation of 

God in this world. Three persons, God is one. A unity of three persons that is grounded in 

self-distinction. What has now been revealed in time, is true in eternity. By his life and 

death in self-distinction from God the Father, Jesus revealed who God is. Who the Creator 

and Sustainer, the Reality, that determines every other reality, the reality of the whole 

world, is. By his self-distinction from Jesus the Son, whom he has now raised, glorified, 

and given him the authority of God himself, over the whole of heaven and earth, God 

revealed Jesus to be the Son. By acting in this way by his Spirit, that Spirit is revealed to 

be God the eternal Spirit. Who in eternity exists to give glory to the Son, and through the 

Son, to the Father. Jesus, his person and history, is the Word of God. The once-for-all self-

revelation of God himself in the world. 

The creation of God, the human world is fallen. Under the cosmic influence of temptation, 

the human world, while only a creature, desires to be like God (Gen 3). To have for itself, 
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the power of heaven and earth. To claim for itself, the power and the glory, that belongs 

only to God, the true Creator and sustainer of the world. By this fallen state, by this having 

fallen into temptation, to desire to be like God, the human world is plunged into ruin. As all 

of the terrible consequences of the sin of the human world, that are now manifest in the 

world. The consequence of sin that is death, spiritual and often physical.  

Jesus Christ is the Word of God. In his person and history was revealed the truth about 

God, and about the human world. All have fallen short of the glory of God.1 By sending his 

own Son into the world, to die on the cross, as an expiatory sacrifice for human sin, God 

has acted to reconcile the human world to himself.  

Thus reconciled to God by the death of Jesus, the worldwide fellowship of the Christian 

Church is reconciled, on this basis, to one another. Jesus Christ is the Word of God 

because in him God’s new creation of the world, which has as its centre God’s new 

creation of the human race, has now dawned in the world. By the living out of an earthly 

life in the acceptance of its true human estate as a human creature in the world of the 

Creator God, by a life of conscious self-distinction from God as the Creator and sustainer 

of the whole world, by a life of humble obedience to the will of God for the human race, the 

Church, in its baptismal and Eucharistic life, is a provisional sign, and an instrument, of the 

future destiny of the human race, reconciled to God, and on this basis, to one another. 

Finally redeemed, transfigured, entirely permeated by God’s Spirit, for the same glorified, 

eternal, resurrection life in the future of the kingdom of God, that Jesus already now 

enjoys, as the firstborn from the dead, and as the Lord and Head of the Church.  

Jesus Christ, his person and history, is the Word of God. The one true revelation of the 

truth about God, he is the one true revelation of the truth about humankind. Our vision, our 

mission, is to make the Word of God fully known. 

 

                                                
1	Rom	3.23.	


