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Sermon 

Advent 1 2018 

Luke 21.25-38 

‘Hold to Christ, and to the rest be uncommitted’ 

 

The good news of Jesus Christ - the Message! 

 

Thunder in the desert!  

 

The preachers of the New Testament preached within a kingdom. The 

kingdom was Rome; the king, Caesar. The king’s plan was to take 

dominion of the earth; indeed, already the middle east, northern Africa, 

and much of Europe was under Caesar’s rule. The plan employed two 

very powerful strategies. On the one hand, Caesar promised people that 

they would enjoy material prosperity and security in their lives. We 

might call this Caesar’s carrot. Caesar’s carrot was freely available to all; 

it cost no money. All one had to say and to keep on saying was that 

Caesar is the king of the earth. This promise of Caesar came to be 

known as the good news, or the gospel, of Caesar. On the other hand, 

in order to take dominion of the earth, Caesar employed an equally 

effective strategy, ie to threaten people who refused to bow down to 

him with military annihilation and, as we well know, with crucifixion. We 

might call this Caesar’s stick. 

 

The good news of Caesar, king of the earth. 
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But that is not what our preacher is saying. The good news of Jesus 

Christ! What on earth is he saying. 

 

Long before Caesar, the Jews believed that a Davidic king would one day 

rule over the earth.  

 

We hear this first in 2 Samuel 7, 

 
“In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan 

spoke to David…I will make for you a great name, like the name 

of the great ones of the earth…When your days are fulfilled and 

you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring 

after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will 

establish…the throne of his kingdom for ever...Your house and 

your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne 

shall be established for ever”  

 

We hear this again in Isaiah 9, 

 
6For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
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   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore. 

 

And Zechariah 9, too, evidences belief that a Jewish king would one day 

rule over the earth.  

 

 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

   triumphant and victorious is he, 

…his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 

   and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

What we hear Mark the evangelist here proclaim in the very first line of 

his gospel, which he wrote after the resurrection of Jesus, is that this day 

in history has now come. 

 

The God of Israel has fulfilled his promise to the Jews. A Davidic king 

now rules over the earth. And he has fulfilled it in a way that noone 

could have ever anticipated or imagined. This is the opening 

proclamation of the New Testament. 

 

Caesar killed Jesus, but God raised him from the dead. And not only did 

God raise Jesus from the dead, but he raised him up above all rulers and 

powers in the earth to the right hand of the throne of God in heaven, 

which is the place of rule over the earth.  
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Mark’s proclamation is not detached from the world of imperial power. 

He confronts that world of imperial power head-on. Mark’s gospel is a 

royal proclamation that stands over and against all other royal 

proclamations.  

 

Jesus is the one true ruler of the earth, and Caesar is not. 

 

The good news of Jesus, the Christ. 

 

Thunder in the desert! 

 

And so today, the royal proclamation of the church of Jesus Christ 

stands over and against all other royal proclamations. 

 

The view of Parliament House from the European coffee house in Spring 

Street Melbourne is magnificent. Parliament House is a powerful symbol 

of authority; with its grand comfortable architecture, its hilltop position 

that looks down Spring and Bourke streets, its Australian flag at full 

mast, its police officers out the front; all point to its decision-making 

power enshrined in the Australian lawcourts.  

 

Above and beyond the civic life, the spires of St Patrick’s Cathedral stand 

as a permanent reminder, that the kingdom of God stands over the 

kingdoms of this world, as high as the heavens stand above the earth. 

Stand as a permanent reminder to this world, that it is not the kingdom 

of God. 
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Jesus is Lord, the one true ruler of the earth; and the political order of 

this world is not. 

 

And as we enter this new year, an election year of Caesar’s carrots and 

Caesar’s sticks, I want to encourage you with the words of historian 

Herbert Butterfield, “Hold to Christ, and for the rest be uncommitted.” 

 

The good news of Jesus Christ! 

 

Thunder in the desert! 


